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Meetings: 
1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 Six Time Award Winning Newsletter 

We Support Our Troops 

                      Commander’s Call 
                      October, 2009 

 

                             Hello Comrades and Sisters, 
 

       There is not too much to report this 
   time around.  We are in the middle of  
   the Patriot’s Pen and Voice of  

Democracy essay contests; we are planning to go and see 
those members who have not paid their dues yet; and we 
are pleased to see that our adopted National Guard Unit 
the 829th Engineers, are doing well, and having a positive 
impact in their deployment to Iraq. 
     Oh yeah, the largest general fund raiser of the year is 
coming up in less than a month.  The annual famous 
Veterans Day Raffle and Open House will be on 
November 7th at the Post Home.  I cannot begin to tell all 
of you how important your support is.  A great majority of 
our general expenses depend on the success of this event.  
It is crucial that you give as much monetary support as 
possible, and let your friends and neighbors know that this 
is an open house that the public is invited to. 
     We are looking forward to our Veterans Day activities 
at the local public schools (please see schedule in this 
newsletter).  The community program will be at the 
Chippewa Falls Middle School this year at 9:30 a.m.  We 
also will hold a brief program at the Chippewa County 
Courthouse at 11:00 a.m.  Please feel free to attend both or 
one of these events. 
     Since this is the last newsletter before the end of the 
year, I wish you and yours Happy Holidays. 

 

In Comradeship, 
William M. McGann, Post 1038 Commander 
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Welcome New Members 
 

�   Cody A. Robinson, US Army, Iraq, Deployed  �  
And a New Life Member 

   Grandson to Wally & Ellie Wohlbier 
 

Continuous Members 
 

If you have not received your 2010 membership card yet 
you probably have not paid your dues.  Annual dues are 

$25.00.  Please send a check to Post Quartermaster 
Jansky at PO Box 685, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729.  Help 

us maintain 100 percent plus membership this year. 

33rd Annual Veterans Day 
Open House and Raffle 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 
Noon to 6:00 p.m. 

At Your VFW Post Home 
 

 

This Is Our Veterans Day 
     

        November 11th is a day 
  to honor all who have  
  served in the United States 
  Armed Forces. 
      We are proud, to partic- 
  ipate in this years many 
  activities.  Hundreds of 
  elementary and middle 

school children will help us honor veterans.  How about 
you?  The schedule below gives you lots of opportunities to 
attend a program.  The programs at the elementary schools 
are about 15 minutes long including a gun salute and taps.   
     The main program this year is at the Chippewa Falls 
Middle School.  The middle school band and chorus  will 
provide patriotic music.  The guest speaker this year is 
Claude Schilling, US Army National Guard, Berlin Crisis 
1962-63. 
     The November 11th schedule is as follows: 
 

     08:15 a.m. Jim Falls Elementary School 
     09:30 a.m. CF Middle School – Main Program 
     11:00 a.m. Chippewa Co. Courthouse – Memorial 
     12:30 p.m. Parkview Elementary School 
     01:30 p.m. Hillcrest Elementary School 
     02:30 p.m. Chippewa Manor 
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Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 
 

Ladies Auxiliary News 
 

           Sisters, 
 

                 I am going to start this report of ours  
                      activitiewith very good news!  Thank you, sisters  
                                   for being so prompt with your dues.  As a 
result, we had our 100% membership by the end of August.  
That makes us eligible for all membership contests.  We 
learned at the 9th District Fall Conference that the Chippewa 
Falls Auxiliary was the only Auxiliary in the 9th District that 
was at 100%.  So all you sisters, give yourself a pat on the back 
because you are the ones who made it happen. 
     We also added two new members:  Cari Alexander and her 
sister, Cheri Dunn.  We needed to make up one new member 
this year so to get two new members was great.  Everyone’s 
complaint is that trying to get new members is difficult and we 
were lucky to get two. 
     One of our members, Shirley Herman, donated two big 
cartons of new stuffed animals to the police and fire 
departments of Chippewa and Lafayette.  Mark Roshell, an 
EMT at Lafayette, was very happy to receive the donation.  
People are surprised at all the things our members do.  We are a 
very busy Auxiliary. 
     We thank Patti Boeve for taking the office of Chaplain for 
our new year. 
     Wissota Springs had a Patriotic Tea in September.  We and 
the Eau Claire Auxiliary were invited.  The tea was lovely.  We 
donated small tea cups filled with nuts, mints and acorn candy 
to the festivities.  We were also given a tour of the facility and 
their new addition. 
     The fall conference was held in New Richmond this year.  
Thank goodness it was a nice day for a drive.  Seven of our 
sisters attended.  The owner of several area Burger King 
Restaurants, Mike DeRosa and his wife, gave an interesting 
presentation on their efforts to support the VFW Unmet Needs 
program.  They are big supporters and you may have seen their 
public service announcements on WEAU Channel 13 (cable 
channel 6). 
     The secretary and treasurer training session was in Barron 
just the following Saturday.  The trees were so much more 
colorful.  With new state officers each year there are always 
changes, so we continuously learn something new. 
     Right after the new state officers are installed, all 
Auxiliaries in the 9th District need to be inspected.  We had 
ours at the October meeting by Shirley Anderson of Eau Claire.  
She stated that we were indeed a very busy Auxiliary and doing 
a great job.  Just keep up the good work.  Shirley also gave us 
several awards we had won from the Department.  One was 
very nice.  We were the only Auxiliary so far to donate to the 
Emergency Aid and Disaster Fund.  As a reward, we received 
$10.00 for our General Fund. 
     Our “Make a Difference Day” project this year is to 

decorate Klein Hall for Halloween and bake cupcakes for 
the residents.  We also bought Halloween items for our 
adopted veteran, Stan, at the Chippewa Manor. 
     The next two months will be very busy for us but that 
will be for the next report.  I just want to thank you all for 
making our Auxiliary so productive. 
     To all who are ill, we wish you a speedy recovery.  To 
those who lost a loved one, our deepest sympathy, and to 
those who are well, please try to stay that way. 
     The theme this year is “Take Time Out for Veterans.”  
Being a member of the VFW Auxiliary, I know you will 
all help in anyway you can and be proud to do your part. 

 

   2009-2010 Auxiliary Officers 
 

President  Lucyann LeCleir 
Senior Vice Pres  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Junior Vice Pres  Ione Murphy 
Secretary  Audrey Freagon 
Treasurer  Wanda LeaVesseur 
Chaplain  Patti Boeve 
Guard   Judy Boettcher 
Conductress  Ellie Wittrock 
Patriotic Advisor  Florence Gustavson 
Historian  Lucyann LeCleir 
Trustee-1st Yr  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Trustee-2nd Yr  Florence Gustavson 
Trustee-3rd Yr  Ellie Wittrock 

 
     Cupcakes for Klein Hall Veterans were delivered by 
VFW Post 1038 Auxiliary members (from left) Audrey 
Freagon, Patti Boeve, Wanda LeaVesseur, Angie 
Wittrock, Lucy LeCleir and Ellie Wittrock. 
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Help Support Your Post…$$$$ 
Purchase Gift Cards 

 

Help support your Post and Department by ordering gift 
cards through our VFW sponsored gift card service.  A 
percentage of each sale is forwarded to the Post each 
quarter.  All it takes is some advance planning so you have 
the cards when you need them.  Shipping is free many 
months and for orders of $400.00 or more.  Make sure to 
specify Post 1038 on your form or when asked.  Call 800-
514-1891 or go to vfwgiftcards.com.  Purchases are made 
through your checking account. 
 

Local Merchant Cards Available  
 

Kwik Trip Applebees Red Robin Kmart 
Arbys  Subway  Kohl’s   Payless 
BP Gas  Burger King Pizza Hut JC Penney 
Exxon/Mobile Red Lobster Wendys Target 
Gander Mt Olive Garden Border’s Sears 
Copps  Dominoes Blockbuster Shopko 
Menards KFC  Fashion Bug WalMart 

The Wall That Heals 
 

     The Medford Area 
Middle School is 
sponsoring a half-scale 
replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on 
November 11-15th. 
     The “Wall That  
Heals” also features a  
museum and  

information center providing a comprehensive 
educational component to enrich and complete visitors' 
experiences.  The museum chronicles the Vietnam War 
era and the unique healing power of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, while the information center serves 
as a venue for people to learn about friends and loved 
ones lost in the war. 
     The “Wall That Heals” consists of two wings, each 
approximately 124 feet long, which are joined at a 121 
degree angle. It will be placed on the athletic field on the 
west side of the Medford Area Middle School. 
     The schedule of events on the middle school grounds 
follows: 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 
8:30 a.m.  Veterans Day Ceremony,Wall open to public 
6:00 p.m.  Community Music Festival at the Medford  
                 Area Middle School - Music features patriotic  
                 tunes from all eras. 

Thursday, November 12, 2009 
6:00 p.m.  Medford Schools Music Festival, featuring  
                 tunes from all eras. 

Friday, November 13, 2009 
7:00 p.m.  Performance by Hank Cramer, a country  
                 and folk singer from the state of Washington.  
                 Hank's father, Captain Harry G. Cramer, was  
                 killed in Vietnam in 1957, the first American  
                 soldier lost in that conflict. 

Saturday, November 14, 2009 
                 Community music groups will be providing 
                 music throughout the day. Look and listen for 
                 details in local media. 

Sunday, November 15, 2009 
7:30 a.m   Ecumenical Worship Service 
9:00 a.m.  Gold Star Mother Recognition, wreath laying  
                 ceremony, social 
4:00 p.m.  Closing ceremony 

 

 

     Chippewa and Eau 
Claire Auxiliary 
members (above) 
attended a Patriotic 
Tea at Wissota 
Springs. 
     Mark Roshell (left) 
of the Chippewa Fire 
Protection District 
accepts a  box full of 
stuffed animals  
from  
Shirley 
Herman. 

 

 

Quarterly Joke 
     One day, after a man had his annual physical, the doctor 
came out and said, "You had a great checkup.  Is there anything 
that you'd like to talk about or ask me?"  "Well," he said, "I was 
thinking about getting a vasectomy."  "That's a pretty big 
decision,” said the Doc.  “Have you talked it over with your 
family?"  "Yeah, and they're in favor 15 to 2." 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
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Your 2009 – 2010 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

   Commander:  William M. McGann 
   Sr. Vice Cmdr: Daniel A. Stafford  
   Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple 
   Quartermaster: Leroy G. Jansky 
   Chaplin:  Jodi M. Jolicoeur 
   Judge Advocate: Michael P. Hanke 
   Surgeon:  Dr. Peter J. Cochrane 
   Service Officer: Walter F. Wohlbier 
   Adjutant:  Thomas Zutter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 
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201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Leroy Jansky 723-0408, 
Vern Normand 723-6271 
Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
·  Hall rental information 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/09) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/16/09) 

Memorial Day (5/25/09) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/09) 

Independence Day (7/4/09) 
Korean War (7/27/09) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/09) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/09) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/09) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

�
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 

��������	
����
������	������ 	
	

�������	���
��	������	
Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	
����	�� ��	!���"���	
Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

	

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 
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Day is done, gone the sun 

from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky. 

All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
Please remember the following comrades from 

Chippewa VFW Post 1038 in your prayers. 
 

�  �  
�  Robert L. Marek, US Army, WWII �  

�  Robert L. Calkins, US Army, WWII Occ. �  
�  Normand L. Helgestad, US Army WWII Occ. �  

Vietnam Veteran Statistics 
 

·  9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty 
during the Vietnam Era (August 5, 1964 - May 7, 
1975).  3,403,100 (including 514,300 offshore) 
personnel served in the broader Southeast Asia 
Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, flight crews based 
in Thailand, and sailors in adjacent South China Sea 
waters). 

·  2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of 
South Vietnam (Jan. 1,1965 - March 28, 1973). 
Another 50,000 men served in Vietnam between 1960 
and 1964. 

·  Of the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) 
either fought in combat, provided close support or 
were at least fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack. 

·  7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in 
Vietnam. 

·  Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30, 
1968). 

·  Hostile deaths: 47,378, Non-hostile deaths: 10,800 
·  Total: 58,202 (Includes men formerly classified as 

MIA and Mayaguez casualties). Men who have 
subsequently died of wounds account for the changing 
total. 

·  As of January 15, 2004, there are 1,875 Americans 
still unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. 

·  97% of Vietnam-era veterans were honorably 
discharged. 

·  91% of actual Vietnam War veterans and 90% of 
those who saw heavy combat are proud to have served 
their country. 

·  74% say they would serve again, even knowing the 
outcome. 

·  87% of the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high 
esteem. 

Veterans Day Open House & Raffle 
Report 

 

     We are in the final stages of preparation for the 33rd 
Annual Veterans Day Open House at Chippewa VFW 
Post 1038.  Be there on Saturday, November 7, 2009, 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Be prepared for lots of fun and 
continuous raffles from about 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  We 
always have lots of nice small raffle prizes as well as 
turkeys, hams and spirits to raffle off.  There is plenty of 
time to visit with friends and family too.  As usual, the 
Post’s Auxiliary will sponsor a luncheon for all who 
attend and drinks from Joe the Bartender will be 

available too. 
     This is our one big fundraiser for the year so please 
attend and support your Post and Auxiliary.  A few weeks 
ago we sent out raffle tickets to sell or purchase.  To date 
about 1/3 of our members have returned their raffle tickets.  
So if you set them aside thinking you’d send them in later – 
it’s later!  So please get your tickets in the mail by 
Wednesday, November 4th so that we receive them by 
Saturday morning, November 7th. 
     It is also our tradition to help several Post members 
convert their annual membership to life membership and 
the last order of business at the open house is to pick those 
lucky members. 

 

Get your raffle 
tickets in the mail by 

November 4th! 
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Coming off the backstretch: 
Around the 32nd Brigade 

Lt. Col. Tim Donovan, Public Affairs Officer 
(See the full news release on our website) 

 

     This is an update on some of our units from their locations 
around the country over the past month. 
     Headquarters Company (Eau Claire) and Company A 
(Menomonie), 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry:  Headquarters 
and Alpha Company 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry continue to 
provide life support and training assistance to Iraqi 
Corrections Officers (ICOs) training at Forward Operating 
Base Future on Victory Base Complex.  In addition, the 
battalion’s headquarters is overseeing construction of more 
than $28 million in new training facilities for Iraqi 
Corrections Officers.  
     Company A recently graduated its second class of Iraqi 
Corrections Officers, bringing the total number of ICOs 
trained since July 1 to more than 850. The new Iraqi 
Corrections Officers receive hundreds of hours of instruction 
on how to properly maintain custody of detainees while 
treating them with care, dignity and respect. 
     829th Engineer Company (Chippewa Falls, Richland 
Center, Ashland):  The 829th Engineer Company has a 
theater internment facility mission at Camp Cropper, but that 
doesn’t keep the unit’s troops from using some of their more 
traditional engineer skills. The company’s repairs and 
utilities team, for example, recently built gate components to 
house the new modular detainee housing unit (MDHU) 
compound on Cropper.  
     A medical team from the 829th is also engaged in duties 
that are somewhat non-traditional for an engineer unit. This 
team administers � health care at the wire for more than 
3,000 detainees housed at Camp Cropper.  “We‘re proud of 
our soldiers’ accomplishments on a daily basis,” said 829th 
commander, Capt. Shannon Kilcoyne.  “They endure high 
levels of stress on and off the TIF, completing each mission 
with professionalism, honor and great attitudes.” 
     Although the 32nd Brigade‘s mission in Iraq is closer to 
its end than its beginning, the brigade commander, Col. 
Steven Bensend, says his 3,200 soldiers have lots of work 
left to accomplish.  “Although they have passed the halfway 
point, our soldiers remain focused on their missions,” 
Bensend said.  “Red Arrow soldiers from the Wisconsin 
National Guard are doing amazing work in the difficult and 
dangerous environment of Iraq,” he said.  “Most of brigade’s 
missions here are unrelated to what our units would normally 
do, but these are National Guard soldiers who brought with 
them their Wisconsin work ethic and the rich skills and 
experiences of their civilian lives.”  
     The 32nd Brigade’s 3,200-plus soldiers are expected to 
complete their missions in about three months and return to 
Wisconsin in January 2010. 

 
   Our garage sale was a profitable and busy place due to 
Joe’s salesmanship.  If he couldn’t sell it, he gave it away! 

 

2nd Annual Garage Sale 
     We completed our garage sale in mid-September with 
the proceeds, less expenses, earmarked for the Veterans 
Assistance Program (VAP) at Klein Hall.  We had two 
great days of sales and received $627.58 for our efforts. 
     Thanks goes out to Angie, Ellie and Joe Wittrock for 
doing much of the work as well as Bill McGann, Duane 
Freagon, Leroy Jansky and many others.  Thank you all 
who donated many great items for the sale.  We may be 
looking at two sales next year.  See you then! 

Chicken Dinner Report 
 

     At the 3rd Annual Grilled Chicken Dinner, we served 45 
meals but could have served 20 or so more.  However, we 
still made a small profit.  By next year Willi Klemke and 
Joe Wittrock (below) will have received their certifications 
as Master Chicken Pluckers so we won’t need to supply 
toothpicks for pin feather removal any longer.  In addition, 
Willi may start a professional grill polishing business and 
hire Joe as his supervisor.  Thanks guys, for your hard work. 

Don’t 
miss 
the  
grilled 
chick-
en 
dinner 
next 
year.   
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���  Post 1038 Events Calendar ���  
November 2009 

3rd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
4th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

7th – Vets Day Celebration – 12-6:00 p.m. - Post Home 
11th – Vets Day Program – 9:30 a.m. – CFMS 

Courthouse Program – 11:00 a.m. 
18th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

December 2009 
1st – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

7th – Pearl Harbor Day Memorial 11:00 a.m., 
Chippewa County Courthouse 

2nd – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
16th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

January 2010 
5th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

6th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
15th - Holiday Party 6:00 p.m. RSVP 

16th – 9th Dist. Meeting – Altoona Post 10405 
20th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of Post events. 

33rd Annual 
Veterans Day Open House 
Don’t Miss It This Year! 

Saturday, November 7th 
Noon to 6:00 p.m. 
This is a family 

event at your Post Home. 
 

Ham, Turkey, Spirits Raffle & More 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

 

Public 
Welcome 

Refreshments 

 


