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 Six Time Award Winning Newsletter 

We Support Our Troops 

                      Commander’s Call 
                      October 2008  

 

                                   I would like to begin this edition  
                              of Commander’s Call with a request to  
                              all members.  Please extend your  
                              talents to us to form a pool of  
                              individuals who will be able to assist 
with different situations when the soldiers of the 128th 
Infantry leave in February.  We need to form a pool of 
people with carpentry skills, auto skills, money 
management skills, house repair, and just plain old talking 
about anything skills.  Our mission with this is to do 
everything possible to assist the folks left at home. 
    During this difficult time it is important that we, as their 
comrades, do everything in our power to assist with any 
situation that comes up.  You may not be called upon at 
all, but your talent could be very useful if the situation 
arises.  The Ninth District is involved in this too.  The idea 
is to build a VFW talent network throughout the 128th 
battalion area which covers the entire ninth district. 
     In August we had members participate in the picnic at 
Fort McCoy for the soldiers of the 128th Infantry and 32d 
Brigade training there.  It was a huge success.  The two 
day event served 3,000 meals a day, and made all the 
soldiers forget the rigorous training for a little while.  
Also, my understanding is that a small number of soldiers 
were recruited to the VFW.  I would like to thank Leroy 
Jansky, Joe and Ellie Wittrock, Tom Zutter, and Dan 
Stafford for their efforts. 
     By now you have received your Veterans Day tickets.  
Do not let them sit around!  Please send them into our 
quartermaster with your money or sell them to others.  The 
price is right on the letter attached.  I am looking forward 
to seeing all of you on Saturday, November 8, 2008 at our 
Post for the annual open house.  Please remember, this is 
our largest fund raiser of the year, and we use the money 
to keep the Post going.  It is important you support this 
event. 
     Other than the events on the calendar you received, we 
are planning to visit and hold a Christmas party for the 
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Welcome New Member 
��� �   Deric J. Bilgrien, ARNG, Kuwait  ��� �  

 

Life Member Conversion 
��� �   Russell J. Bauer, USNR, Iraq  ��� �  

veterans at the Veterans Assistance Program Center in 
Chippewa Falls.  This event is December 20th from 4-7 p.m.  
The Post is planning a catered meal, and the Auxiliary will 
be involved in decorating the building and making 
Christmas goodies for the veterans.  This project is currently 
being planned, so any ideas are welcome. 
     Finally, thank you so much for serving your country.  As 
we prepare to celebrate the holidays, I sincerely hope and 
pray that your life will be blessed. 
 

William M. McGann 
Post 1038 Commander 

Dues Notice 
 

     At this time we have 32 continuous members and only 10 
of them are paid for the 2009 membership year.  If you don’t 
have a 2009 membership card, you probably haven’t paid 
your annual dues yet.  Help support VFW programs, 
including troop support, by sending your dues in now. 
     Last year we were able to maintain 100% of the previous 
year’s membership and we hope to do it once again with your 
help. 
     Annual dues may be paid directly to National 
Headquarters using the form sent to you or just send $25.00 
to VFW Post 1038, PO Box 685, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729. 
    At our meeting on October 1st, annual member Mike 
Hanke was present to win a $25.00 Kwik Trip gift card.  The 
winning member was drawn from those annual members who 
already had paid their 2009 dues.  Congratulations, Mike! 

     Remember to get your Post 1038 raffle 
tickets in the mail to PO Box 685, Chippewa 
Falls by Nov. 5th so we get them by Nov 8th. 
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Ladies Auxiliary News 
Submitted by Wanda LeaVesseur 

 

     We hope all of you had a chance to see the beautiful fall 
colors before everything is covered with the white stuff. 
     Sunday July 13th, Ladies Auxiliary Members attended a 
gathering of National Guard Members at Irvine Park.  They, 
and their families were from a wide area, and some just 
returned from serving in Iraq.  Our Auxiliary provided the 
dessert for a picnic dinner served to all in attendance.  Ellie 
Wittrock and her family did face painting, provided games 
for the children and also provided prizes for a raffle held 
after the dinner. 
     This year, the training session for officers and the 9th 
District Fall Conference were on the same day.  So 
President Lucyann and Treasurer Wanda went to Wausau 
for the training session.  It rained all the way going and 
returning home, plus fog.  It was not a good day to travel.  
The other Auxiliary Ladies went to the District Conference 
held in Eau Claire. 
     The Department Treasurer told us we need to get six new 
members to replace the ones we lost last year to make our 
100% membership goal.  Well, we just recently met that 
goal and have signed up six new members.  Thank you, 
ladies! 
     The District 9 President, Terry Steiner, came to inspect 
our Auxiliary during our October meeting.  This was her 
first time to inspect the Chippewa unit.  We hope we 
impressed her with all we do. 
     “Make a Difference Day” is in October.  To do our part, 
the Auxiliary went to the Chippewa Falls Veterans 
Assistance Program (VAP) at Klein Hall and decorated 
several rooms for Halloween.  Thanks to Ellie Wittrock for 
picking up all the decorations.  The staff was nice enough to 
treat us to coffee and freshly baked cake when we were all 
done.  We’ll probably help them out at Christmas time as 
well. 
     Live well, love much, laugh often. 

Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 
 

Your 2008-2009 
Auxiliary Officers 

 
President  Lucyann LeCleir 
Senior Vice Pres  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Junior Vice Pres  Ione Murphy 
Secretary  Audrey Freagon 
Treasurer  Wanda LeaVesseur 
Chaplain  Shirley Herman 
Guard   Patricia Wenzel 
Conductress  Ellie Wittrock 
Patriotic Advisor  Florence Gustavson 
Historian  Lucyann LeCleir 
Trustee-1st Yr  Florence Gustavson 
Trustee-2nd Yr  Shirley Herman 
Trustee-3rd Yr  Eleanor Wohlbier 

 

 

Members 
Larson, 
Wittrock, 
Wohlbier 
Freagon 
and 
LeCleir 
decorate at 
Klein Hall 
for 
Halloween. 

 
     Wanda LeaVesseur and Lucyann LeCleir visit with 
department Treasurer Margie Saucerman at the officers 
training in Wausau this last September. 

��������	
�����
�������������������   
 

     Wives, widows, mothers, foster and stepmothers (who 
have performed the duties of parent), grandmothers, 
daughters, granddaughters, foster and stepdaughters (who 
attained that status prior to the age of sixteen and for 
whom the duties of parent were performed), sisters, half 
sisters, foster and stepsisters (who attained that status 
prior to age sixteen) of persons who were or are eligible 
for membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 
     Members must be citizens of the United States and at 
least 16 years old. Women who are eligible for member-
ship in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 
are eligible for dual membership in the Ladies Auxiliary. 
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Plan Ahead For Christmas 
 

     Help support your Post and Department by ordering gift 
cards through our VFW sponsored gift card service.  A 
percentage of each sale is forwarded to the Post each 
quarter.  We have only received $30.25 so far but hope that 
you will purchase substantial amounts to use for gifts or to 
purchase gifts this Christmas.  All it takes is some advance 
planning so you have the cards when you need them.  
Shipping is free during October so order now.  Make sure 
to specify Post 1038 when asked. 
 

Local Merchant Cards Available  
 

Kwik Trip Applebees Red Robin Kmart 
Holiday  Arbys  Subway  Kohl’s 
BP Gas  Burger King Texas Roadhouse 
Exxon/Mobile Red Lobster Wendys Target 
Gander Mt Olive Garden Border’s Sears 
Copps  Dominoes Blockbuster Shopko 
Menards KFC  Fashion Bug WalMart 
Office Max Pizza Hut JC Penney Payless 
 
     Order cards yourself (see telephone number or web site 
below) or contact Leroy Jansky for orders that you can 
pick up at the Post.  Allow at least one week processing 
time.  Remember to indicate Post 1038 on your order. 

 

 

1-800-514-1891 

vfwgiftcards.com 
 

     Auxiliary Unit 1038 member Ellie Wittrock 
(right) and other Auxiliary Ladies helped serve 
our troops for over six hours. 

 
     Dan Stafford (center), Post 1038 Sr. Vice 
Commander, talks with soldiers during a picnic at 
Fort McCoy on August 20th.  Dan’s son, who is 
also a member of Post 1038, was one of the 
Soldiers enjoying the picnic meal. 

 
     Brats, burgers, beans and chips sure tasted great 
for those soldiers who spent three weeks in the field 
training in anticipation of their deployment in 2009. 

Members Support Troop Picnic 
 

     On August 20th and 21st, 2008, the Department of 
Wisconsin Veterans of Foreign Wars hosted a picnic for 
Army National Guard Troops just completing three weeks of 
training at Fort McCoy in West Central Wisconsin. 
     The 3,400 troops training there are something special to 
us since they are comprised of men and women from 38 
Wisconsin communities.  They will be deployed to Iraq in 
early 2009.  Armed with ice cold drinks, Johnsonville Brats, 
hamburgers, potato salad and beans and chips, 
approximately 175 VFW and Auxiliary members and other 
volunteers lead by Pete Breed (Chetek Post 10331), gave the 
Army cooks a break and served over 7,000 meals in back to 
back events over these two days. 
     Post 1038 members Dan Stafford, Leroy Jansky, Tom 
Zutter, and Joe Wittrock, as well as Auxiliary member Ellie 
Wittrock, helped out at the picnic on August 20th, 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
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Your 2008 – 2009 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

   Commander:  William M. McGann 
   Sr. Vice Cmdr: Daniel A. Stafford  
   Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple 
   Quartermaster: Clarence E. Fagner 
   Chaplin:  Leroy G. Jansky 
   Judge Advocate: Clyde H. Erickson 
   Surgeon:  Jodi M. Jolicoeur 
   Service Officer: Walter F. Wohlbier 
   Adjutant:  Thomas Zutter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 

����������	
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201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Clarence Fagner 723-0048, 
Vern Normand 723-6271, or 

Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post 1038 membership 
·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/07) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/19/07) 

Memorial Day (5/28/07) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/07) 

Independence Day (7/4/07) 
Korean War (7/27/07) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/07) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/07) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/07) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

�
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 
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Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	
����	�� ��	!���"���	
Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

	
PedersonPedersonPedersonPederson~~~~Volker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral Chapel    

44E. Columbia St., Chippewa Falls 
715-723-4649                pedersonvolker.com 

W illiam R. Volker, Owner &  Funeral D irector 
Stacy Pickerign, Funeral D irector 

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 

24-Hour Service -- Free Estimates  

 

(715) 723-9526 
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No report for a second time since everyone appears to 

be healthy.  Let’s keep it that way! 
 

Why I am an American Patriot 
Jasper T. Arneberg 

Chippewa Falls Middle School 
 

     Webster defines a patriot as “one who loves his 
country and zealously supports its authority and 
interests.”  But I believe being an American patriot means 
more than that.  An American patriot is someone who 
stands up for freedom, justice, and the other principles for 
which our forefathers founded our nation.  It is someone 
who is willing to protect those beliefs.  It is someone who 
is willing to make sacrifices for the safety and well-being 
of America.  It is someone who respects our nation and its 
administration. 
     Why am I an American patriot?  I am because I 
believe in freedom for everyone who doesn’t abuse it.  I 
believe in the freedom of religion that allows us to 
practice any religion that we choose.  I believe in the 
freedom of speech and of the press.  I believe in the 
freedom of the right to bear arms.  I believe in justice and 
that it is the only way to achieve peace.  I believe in these 
philosophies and am willing to defend these views. 
     I am an American patriot because I am willing to make 
sacrifices for our nation.  I am willing to advocate the 
qualities of America that make it great.  I am willing to 
possibly join the armed forces in the future. 
     I am an American patriot because I show reverence to 
the pledge of allegiance and the flag of the United States 
of America.  I admire the deeds which the veterans 
accomplished for our nation.  I admire that all of them 
risked or lost their lives while fighting to protect our 
nation.  I respect the leadership of our nation even though 
I do not always agree with everything that is done.  I 
always respect and obey the laws that our national, state, 
and city officials have made for us. 
     I am an American patriot for many reasons.  I hope 
other people will realize what being an American patriot 
means also.  I hope that they will help preserve this 
indivisible nation under God. 

 

Celebrity Wisdom 
     The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 
beginning and a good ending, and to have the two as 
close together as possible. -- George Burns 
 

     By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, 
he's too old to go anywhere. -- Billy Crystal 
 

     I don't feel old. I don't feel anything until noon.  
Then it's time for my nap. -- Bob Hope 
 

     Maybe it's true that life begins at fifty ... but 
everything else starts to wear out, fall out, or spread out. 
-- Phyllis Diller 
 

     The cardiologist's diet: If it tastes good, spit it out. 

     Jasper Arneberg receives his Patriot’s Pen Award 
from Post 1038 Commander William McGann at last 
May’s Loyalty Day program.  Jasper also won first place 
in the District 9 essay competition. 

Christmas Cheer 
 

    Each Christmas the Post sends out 
gift certificates to a veteran or the 
widow of a veteran who may be going 
through tough times.  We are looking  

for the names of a few needy people.  If you are aware 
of such a person or family, let Chaplain Leroy Jansky 
(723-0408) know who they are and their address before 
the December 3rd meeting. 
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     Don’t miss a night out after the busy Christmas 
season.  The Post 1038 Holiday Party is a great time to 
relax with your spouse or significant other. 
     $10.00 per person covers dinner, drinks and a 
chance at a free raffle drawing after dinner.  The menu 
features roast beef, mashed potatoes and vegetable. 
     RSVP QM Fagner (723-0048) by January 10, 2009.  
Go to the events page at www.vfwpost1038.org and 
click on special events for a list of all future events. 

 
 

Post Holiday 
Party 

January 16th 
6:00 p.m. 

Notice to Annual Members 
 

     Eighty four percent of the members of our Post are 
Life Members.  At our Veterans Day Celebration on 
November 8th, we will draw the names of two annual 
members (and two alternates) for a 50% discount off 
life membership.  This could save one of our younger 
members $212.50. 
     If you don’t win one of these prizes, you should still 
consider going life.  National Headquarters has a 
payment plan that many subscribe to for Life 
Membership.  Contact the Post Quartermaster for 
additional information.  See the table below for details. 

Age On 
12/31 

One 
Payment 

12 Monthly 
Payments 

24 Monthly 
Payments 

30 $425.00 $40.39 $20.23 
31-40 $410.00 $39.02 $19.58 
41-50 $375.00 $35.84 $18.05 
51-60 $335.00 $32.20 $16.32 
61-70 $290.00 $28.11 $14.36 
71-80 $225.00 $22.20 $11.53 
81+ $170.00 $17.20 $9.14 

The initial installment payment is $35.00 and a $1.75 
service charge is applied monthly. 

 

Help Remember Pearl Harbor Day 
 

     Post 1038 and the Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
will hold a short Pearl Harbor Remembrance at the 
Chippewa County Courthouse Veterans Monument on 
Sunday, December 7 at 11:00 a.m. 
     Following the ceremony, please join Post 1038 and 
Patriotic Council members and family for a grilled 
cheese and soup lunch at the VFW clubroom. 
     Contact Leroy Jansky for more information (723-
0408 or ljansky@charter.net). 

VFW Youth Scholarships 
 

     Post 1038 participates in several national programs to 
benefit local youth who intend to attend college or 
technical school after high school graduation.  Do you 
have a son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter who 
might be interested?  If so, contact youth activities 
chairman Bill McGann at 379-1992 for more information. 
     But don’t delay too long.  The deadlines for Patriot’s 
Pen (6th to 8th grade) and Voice of Democracy (9th to 
12th grade) are both November 1, 2008 at the Post level. 
     The Scout of the Year is open to Eagle Scouts who 
have not yet graduated high school.  The submittal 
deadline to the post is March 1, 2009. 

 

Support the Families of Deployed Troops 
 

     Allow our deployed troops to concentrate on their 
mission and not worry about minor problems back home. 
    They will be more likely to come home safe if they 
stay mission orientated.  To this end, Post 1038 and 
District 9 plan to develop a list of volunteers with useful 
talents to assist families who may have a difficult time 
with home maintenance and other chores.  Contact Bill 
McGann (379-1992) if you feel that you can help out. 



VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 

VFW Post 1038 News                                           Page 8                                             October 2008 

 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

���  Post 1038 Special Event Calendar ���  
November 2008 

3th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
4th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

8th – Veterans Day Open House 12 noon – 6:00 p.m. 
11th – Veterans Day Events – Eyes Far Right ��  

18th - Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

December 2008 
2nd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

3rd – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
7th – Soup & Sandwich Lunch at Noon Following Pearl 

Harbor Day Remembrance at Courthouse 11:00 a.m. 
17th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

20th – VAP Christmas Party 4:00 –7:00 p.m. 
 

January 2009 
6th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

7th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
16th – Holiday Party – Members only RSVP 

21st – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of post events. 

 

 

Veterans Day Programs 
2008 

 

8:15 a.m.    Southview Elementary School 
9:30 a.m.    McDonell Central High  
                   School Main Program 
11:00 a.m.  Chippewa County Courthouse 
12:30 p.m.  Halmstad Elementary School 
1:30 p.m.    Stillson Elementary School 
 
The main program is at McDonell Central 
High School this year.  We have a keynote 
speaker and the McDonell band and 
chorus will perform during the program. 

Honor, Duty 
and Courage 

Veterans Day BBQ 
November 11, 2008 – 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

Come to Minnesota Wire 2515 Prospect Drive in Eau Claire 
for a free BBQ sponsored by Famous Dave’s and others for 
the benefit of the Chippewa Veterans Assistance Program.  

Raffles, static displays and more. 


