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Middle School Builds 
Major Richard Bong’s 

P-38 Lightning 
 

     On May 27, 2010, students, staff, 
veterans and members of the public 
assembled to dedicate one of the 
newest projects completed for 
display in the Middle School LMC – 
a model of the P-38 Lighting flown 
by Major Richard I. Bong, 
Wisconsin’s own Ace of Aces. 
     Major Bong was born in Popular, 

Wisconsin in 
1920 and 
entered the 
Army Air 
Corps in 1941.  
He already had 
a civilian 
pilot’s license 
and after being 
trained by the 

Army he shipped over seas for 
combat duty.  He was able to qualify 
as an Ace after just two weeks of 
combat.  Bong quickly surpassed 
WWI Ace Eddie Rickenbacker’s 
record 26 kills and eventually 
recorded 40 confirmed kills before 
being sent home from the war zone.  
Bong was only 24 years old when he 
was tragically killed during a routine 
acceptance flight of a Lockheed P-80 
on August 6, 1945.  He was the top 
fighter pilot Ace of WWII and was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 
     The Chippewa Falls Middle 
School’s Library Media Center has  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

several large displays, including a 
Civil War Submarine and Oregon 
Trail Covered Wagon constructed by 
students, and now has a famous P-38. 
     The twin engine P-38 fighter is 
made primarily of plywood and is  
covered in fabric to look like a 
metallic skin covering the airframe.  
It also has twin engines whose 
propellers (modified ceiling fans) 
rotate in opposite directions to 
counteract or cancel out each other’s 
momentum. The entire aircraft is 
suspended from the ceiling and both 
the ceiling and walls have been 
painted to resemble clear blue skies 
with a few clouds. 
    The 8th grade students who 
worked on the project were 
supervised by many teachers, 
including social studies teacher 
Angie Southworth and unified arts 
teacher Steve Duffy.  Several VFW 
Post 1038 members were present at 
the dedication including Leroy 
Jansky and Ray Ripienski.  Other 
veterans who served in WWII at the 
same time as Major Bong were also 
present. 
 
 

 
Bong’s P-38 model at the CFMS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Commander’s Call 
July 2010 

 

     Comrades, I 
would like to thank 
you for a great year.  
At the recent state 
convention, our Post 
received All-State 
Honors.  This is a 

reflection of your efforts and what 
we have done collectively during the 
2009-2010 year.  I appreciate your 
support and look forward to the 
many projects that will be done 
during 2010-2011. 
     The state convention was held on 
June 23-26 in Milwaukee and was a 
success.  The state commander 
changed a few things around to save 
money and they worked out well.  
We were not stuck in boring report 
sessions for hours but had workshops 
in the afternoon instead.  These 
workshops were well attended and 
everyone seemed to have learned 
something. 
     Our own Leroy Jansky (State 
Inspector and Post Quartermaster) 
was busy with the quartermaster 
school and inspector duties most of 
the convention and his reports were 
concise and well done. 
     All new Post officers have taken 
over as of the July 7th meeting.  I 
wish our new chaplain Willie 
Klemke and new service officer Phil 
Sarazen the best in their new 
positions. 
     We face challenging times in the 
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Commander from Page 1 
 

Veterans of Foreign Wars.  The 
national representative at the state 
convention and state officers all said  
that our focus needs to be on 
retention of members.  Each year we 
lose thousands of members 
nationally when they don’t renew 
their membership.  It is my intention 
to keep our policy of making visits to 
post members whose membership is 
about to expire.  We’ll also continue 
sending reminders before the 
membership year ends on December 
31st.  If you are a continuous 
member, NOW is the time to 
consider life membership.  There are 
several plans that let you purchase a 
life membership over time.  I’m sure 
our quartermaster  
Leroy and I could also come up with 
a special plan on a case by case 
basis.  The goal is to have our post 
all life members.  This way we do 
not have to haggle and hassle to get 
dues paid.  Please consider this 
seriously.  Generally, our post is an 
exception to membership non 
renewal but we do have six members 
who did not renew.  If you believe 
your membership has lapsed, please 
get in touch with us.  Your 
magazines and other perks of being a 
member have likely already expired. 
     Lastly, I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the special events we 
have planned.  Please come and 
enjoy yourselves. 
     Thanks again for your confidence 
in me as your commander and thank 
you for defending America.  God 
bless!! 
 

In comradeship, 
 

William “Bill” McGann 
Post Commander 
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     Hello, Sisters!  We hope that 
everyone is having a wonderful 
summer.  Our year of 2009/2010 has 
come to an end.  It was a successful 
year for our Auxiliary.  Many 
activities and projects were 
accomplished.  We can be proud of 
all our Auxiliary does for veterans. 
     Our officers for the new year 
were installed by Jeanette Stabenow 
from Eau Claire Auxiliary 305.  So 
we are off and running with the first 
project for 2011 - MEMBERSHIP.  
Last year you all did an excellent job 
of paying your dues promptly.  That 
gave us 100% membership early 
which rewarded us with several 
monetary awards.  It would be so 
great if we could do it again this 
year.  Everyone should have received 
their dues notice already, so please 
get them back to Wanda as soon as 
you can. 
     We are going to make 
membership the motto this year – 
RECRUIT (we need four new 
members) – REINSTATE (we 
hoping no one drops their 
membership) – RETAIN (we want 
everyone to remain a member of our 
Auxiliary). 
     If we do all of this, we should 
have no trouble remaining at 100% 
membership. 
     We had our Buddy Poppy drive in 
May.  A number of men and women 
donated over 185 hours time to make 
it a success.  A few members who 
like competition are finding it hard to 
beat Audrey Freagon or Glen  
Robinson as top money makers.  
However, there is always next year  

 

to try,again.  A big thank you to all 
who volunteered to help. 
 

 
Audrey Freagon distributes Buddy 
Poppies at Gordy’s County Store in 

Downtown Chippewa Falls. 
 

     The National Home for Children 
had a drive for support and to 
enhance the campus by buying bricks 
for the sidewalks.  The Auxiliary 
bought a brick with our name and 
city on it.  We received a certificate 
(see below) for our donation. 
 

 
 

     This has been a summer for knee 
replacements. Two of our members, 
Florence Gustavson and Ellie 
Wohlbier, are limping but walking 
once again.  
     To any of our members who have 
been or are on the sick list, we wish 
you a speedy recovery.  We want 
everyone to enjoy the summer. 
     President Lucy received word that 
a lady was collecting food coupons 
for military families in Turkey.  So 
one afternoon, Audrey Freagon,  
 

 

Auxiliary Meetings 
 

First Tuesday of each month at 1:00 
p.m.  Rutledge Charity Building 

Downtown Chippewa Falls Continued on Page 3. 
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Auxiliary Summer Update Cont. 
 

Florence Gustavson, Lucy LeCleir 
and Wanda LeaVesseur spent over 
four hours sorting coupons that filled 
a medium size box and mailed it off.  
We noticed an article in a national 
magazine saying the same thing.  
That lady may get more coupons 
than she can handle, but we did our 
share. 
     The Department President Sharon 
Oliver’s theme for this year is “In a 
Heartbeat Serving Veterans.” 
     You can do your part by  
“Remembering Your Dues Now.” 
 

 
Florence Gustavson (L) and Audrey 

Freagon sort coupons to send to military 
families in Turkey. 

 

2010-2011 Auxiliary Officers 
 

Lucyann LeCleir, President 
Eleanor Wohlbier, Sr. Vice President 
Ione Murphy, Jr. Vice President 
Audrey Freagon, Secretary 
Wanda LeaVesseur, Treasurer 
Patti Boeve, Chaplain 
Judy Boettcher, Guard 
Ellie Wittrock, Conductress 
Florence Gustavson, Patriotic Adv. 
Lucyann LeCleir, Historian 
Florence Gustavson, Trustee – 1 yr 
Ellie Wittrock, Trustee – 2 yr 
Eleanore Wohlbier, Trustee – 3 yr 
 

Burger King Franchises 
Donate to NMS 

 

     The co-owner of 13 Burger King 
Restaurants in Southwest Central 
Wisconsin has lead the way for the 
third year in a row in securing 
donations for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars National Military Services  
 

 

(NMS) Program that includes Unmet 
Needs, Operation Uplink and the 
Military Assistance Program.  Mike 
DeRosa and his wife Sherry have 
enlisted about 800 Burger King 
Stores in 22 states in what is 
becoming an annual event during 
November.  These privately owned 
stores solicit donations from 
customers specifically for some of 
our most important programs that 
support active duty military and their 
families. 
     In 2007, Burger King collected 
over $100,000 and in 2008 over 
$250,000 for VFW NMS.  In 2009, 
Mike’s wife Sherry retired and both 
she and Mike have been able to 
double their efforts to the benefit of 
the VFW and active duty personnel.  
This last November, those Burger 
King Stores collected more than 
$500,000 for our programs, likely 
making them the largest corporate 
contributor.  Mike and Sherry have 
plans to reach the one million dollar 
goal, possibly this year, by enlisting 
many more stores into the program. 
     In early June, at the Eau Claire 
Air Show featuring the Blue Angels, 
Burger King presented a check to 
VFW Members Merlin Kosmosky 
(Dist. 9 Commander), Pete Breed 
(Dist. 9 Chaplain) and Leroy Jansky. 
 

 
Burger King representatives present a 

symbolic check for $500,000.00 to Pete 
Breed, John Fredrickson, Merlin 

Kosmosky and Leroy Jansky at the Eau 
Claire air show on June 5th. 

 

     Mike and Sherry were honored at 
the State VFW Convention Banquet 
in Milwaukee on June 25th and will  
 

 

surely be attending the national VFW 
conference in Indianapolis this 
August.  We greatly appreciate the 
coordinated efforts of all Burger 
King franchise owners in supporting 
our active duty military in this 
special and magnanimous way.  
 

 
Mike and Sherry DeRosa display a gift 
presented to them at the Department 

Convention in June. 
 

Milwaukee State 
Convention 

 

     Both Commander McGann and 
Quartermaster Jansky attended the 
2010 VFW Department of Wisconsin 
Convention on June 23-26, 2010 in 
Milwaukee.  It wasn’t all a pleasure 
trip however, since both members 
had duties to perform.  
     McGann worked on the 
Resolution and By-laws Committee 
that reports back to the membership 
on the convention floor and Jansky, 
in his capacity as State Inspector, 
monitored the final submittals of 
Post and District reports.  His final 
report would determine what Posts or 
Districts were not current and thus 
could not vote in the election of 
officers and other matters. 
     This year, State Commander 
Wilfred “Twiggy” Johnson set the 
conference up to include training for 
commanders, quartermasters, trustees 
and service officers.  

See Milwaukee on Page 4. 
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Membership Status For 2010 
 

New Members 
 

James L. McMenamin, US Army, Korea Service 
 

Membership Report 
 

     On June 30, 2010, Post 1038 was over 102% retention as 
compared to last year.  We didn’t have all our annual  
members renew their 2009-10 memberships but we had 
enough new members to surpass our goal of 100% retention.   
     Total Post membership stands at 196 members.  Of that 
total there are 33 annual members and three have already 
paid their 2011 dues.  National HQ should have sent out 
renewal notices already so please do send your dues back in 
as soon as possible.  It would be absolutely fantastic to have 
everyone paid by the end of October! 
     Remember, two paid up annual members will win a 50% 
discount off their life membership at a drawing on 
November 6th at our Veterans Day Celebration. 

     Post 1038 will hold a 
garage sale on September 
17th and 18th, 2010 at the 
Post Home.  The proceeds 
from this event will go to the 
Post’s General Fund. 
     We will accept most 
household items in good 
shape and working condition, 
tools, books, video tapes and 
CDs, fishing/hunting and  

like items.  Electronic items must function correctly.  
We will not accept clothing. 
       The best time to drop items off is between 6:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on August 4th or 18th or on 
September 1st or 15th. 
       Contact Quartermaster Leroy Jansky at 723-0408 
if you have any questions. 

Post 1038 
Garage Sale 

 

 

Summer Meeting Meal Deal 
      
          From 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. 

   immediately prior to our  
   Wednesday, August 18th 
   meeting a hamburger and 
   hot dog meal will be  
   served.  
        The meal is free and for 
   VFW members only.  The 
   menu will consist of grilled 

hamburgers and hotdogs, chips, baked beans and 
coleslaw. 
     Coffee is always free and soda and beer will be 
available. 
     Plan to enjoy a great meal and attend a VFW Post 
meeting.  We’d enjoy your company and would like 
to introduce you to our meetings and other activities. 

 

Milwaukee Convention – from page 3 
 

     Jansky completed a three hour quartermaster and trustee 
training session on both Thursday and Friday afternoons.  
The sessions were very well attended and this may become 
the format for future state conferences. 
     At the Friday night Convention Banquet, both McGann 
and Jansky were honored as an All-American Post 
commander and quartermaster along with about a dozen 
other Post officers.  What this honor means is that not only 
did the Post meet or exceed 100 percent membership 
retention but all financial and program reports were 
submitted in a timely and accurate manner. 

     After the election of  
officers was completed  
on Saturday morning,  
they were all installed  
in the early afternoon. 
  Our District 9  
Commander Merlin  
Kosmosky was installed 
for his second term. 

 
Dist 9 Commander 

Merlin Kosmosky at 
his installation. 
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Please remember the following comrades from 
Chippewa Post 1038 in your prayers. 

 

��� �   Lester E. Lessard, 5/18/10, WWII  ��� �  
 

��� �  ��� �  ��� �  ��� �   Taps  ��� �  ��� �  ��� �  ��� �  
 

Day is done, gone the sun 
from the lake, from the hill, 

from the sky. 
All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 

Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

�   
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 
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201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 

����������
�	
��
�
���������

�����������������
�����	����
 � ����
�  

�������
���������
��� �������
������� �

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
·  Hall rental information 
·  Meeting schedule 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(Left to right display – as per DoD) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

 
 

  206 East Central (715) 723-9526 
Darrell Prince - Owner 

And Chimney Cleaning 

Altoona VFW Post 10405 
All You Can Eat Buffet Breakfast 

2nd and 4th Sundays 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

 

1419 Lynn Avenue 
Altoona 

835-8643 
$7.00 Adults, 

$4 Children 4-10 
Children under 4 Free 

Great Menu 
Fried Eggs to Order 

Paid Advertising By Jim Lewis 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 
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Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	

 

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippew a Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 
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State Calendar Raffle 
 

     You have the chance during 2011 to make every week a 
little more exciting with the new VFW Department of 
Wisconsin Calendar Raffle. 
     This year we offer you a memorial calendar honoring all 
those military personnel who gave everything for our 
continued freedom.  With the families’ permission, the names 
and hometown of each veteran killed in action during  the 
current OIF/OEF campaigns are listed in the calendar on their 
day of ultimate sacrifice.  Help us honor their memory and at 
the same time help living veterans by purchasing a 2011 
raffle calendar.  Monies generated from the raffle will help 
support our Veterans Service Office in Milwaukee and other 
worthy Wisconsin VFW programs. 
     Calendars will not be mailed out so you need to contact 
Leroy Jansky at 715.723.0408 or Bill McGann at 
715.379.1992 so we can arrange delivery or pick up.  We 
hope to sell calendars at several local retail stores in the 
Chippewa Falls area early this fall.  Please consider 
purchasing two or more!  They cost only $20.00 each and you 
will have 52 chances to win.  That’s less than 39 cents a 
week.  Drawings are each Friday at state headquarters 
beginning January 7, 2011.  There are 365 prizes ranging 
from $50.00 to $1,000.00. 
     Please give this fundraising effort your full support and 
maybe you’ll be a winner. 

 

State Committee Work and King Day 
 

     Out of 40,000 members in Wisconsin, two of our members 
serve on state level committees.  Commander Bill McGann 
has for several years served on the Resolution and By-laws 
Committee and Quartermaster Leroy Jansky is serving his 
first term on the state Finance Committee.  These two 

appointments show how well respected our members 
and the Chippewa Post are at the state level. 
      As part of his new appointment, Quartermaster 
Jansky attended the July 16th and 17th Finance 
Committee and Council of Administration meeting in 
Green Bay.  Jansky can report that the state budget is 
in good shape running well into the black as long as 
the new state calendar raffle is successful.  For many 
years now the department has depended on the annual 
raffle to help balance the budget and this year is no 
different.  Between the Milwaukee Veterans Service 
Office and our State Headquarters in Monona, we 
have four full-time and two part-time employees.  
They, as well as many committee volunteers, 
basically keep our Department operating to help 
veterans and help keep Posts running smoothly. 
     After the meetings in Green Bay were finished on 
Saturday, July 17th, many members made plans to 
attend the annual King Day picnic.  King Veterans 
Home is located near Waupaca and is a premier care 
facility for our treasured veterans.  Each year the 
VFW sponsors a picnic and parade for the residents.  
The Wisconsin VFW Band from Oshkosh is also 
present in the band shell to play music everyone 
enjoys. 
     At lunchtime, residents dined on hamburgers and 
brats supplied by and cooked by VFW members.  
Jansky manned one of the resident dining rooms to 
serve additional brats to vets who could handle 
seconds.  We also try to visit all veterans and give 
them several small gift certificates to use to purchase 
personal items or snacks.  
 

 
One of several color guards at the King Day parade. 

Don’t Forget the National Home Bus Trip 
October 22-24, 2010  ��� �   Departing Eau Claire  

Contact QM Jansky 715.723.0408. 
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���  Post 1038 Events Calendar ���  
August 2010 

 

03 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. Rutledge Charity 
04 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
18 Hamburger & Hot Dog Meeting Meal 6:00 p.m. 

to 7:15 p.m. Post and New Members Only 
18 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

September 2010 
01 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
07 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. Rutledge Charity  
15 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17-18 Thrift Sale at Post Home 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
19 Grilled Chicken Dinner at Post 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 

October 2010 
05 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. Rutledge Charity 
06 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
20 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
22-24 VFW National Home for Children Trip and Tour 

 

Also posted at www.vfwpost1038.org 

VFW Post 1038 
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Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 
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3rd Annual 
Grilled Chicken Dinner 

Sunday, September 19th, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Other Refreshments Available 

Family 
Event 
You may 
bring your 
children, 

grandchildren, 
parents, 
brothers 

and sisters. 

MENU:  Grilled Chicken, Baked Potato, Corn-on-
the-cob, Coleslaw, Desert, Coffee and Lemonade.  
COST:  $7.00 Adults, $4.00 Kids Under 10 Yrs 

 

Don’t be 
chicken to get 
out and meet 
fellow vets 
and friends. 


