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Commander’s Call 
January, 2010 

 

Hello Comrades and 
Sisters. 

I hope all of you 
had a wonderful 
holiday.  The Post 
held its first meeting 
after the holidays on 

Wednesday, January 6, 2010.  There 
were a number of donations made to 
different programs and community 
activities. 

I was absolutely thrilled with the 
meeting held on December 16th.  As 
some of you know, a group from 
Chippewa Falls High School made a 
trip to the sites in Europe in 
connection with the 65th anniversary 
of D-Day.  Virginia Welle, a teacher 
of US History at Chi-Hi, and several 
of her students came to the Post and 
made a presentation of photos and 
slides from the trip.  Our Post had 
donated $250.00 to the trip.  The 
money that we donated was used to 
pay for flags to be placed on the 
graves of Wisconsin veterans at the 
Normandy and Bastonge cemeteries 
in Europe.  I cannot think of a better 
way to use the money we donated. 

On December 19th the annual 
Christmas dinner at the Veterans 
Assistance Program was served by 
our Post and Auxiliary.  The dinner 
was a great success, and the veterans 
enjoyed themselves very much.  
Boyd Catering did the cooking again 
this year and did a wonderful job.  
Please check the calendar in this 
issue for upcoming events at the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

post.  We hope to see you there.  We 
continue to be behind in membership 
by around 10 members.  There is a 
plan being developed by myself to 
try and get the delinquent members 
to pay their dues.  I intend to work on 
this plan during February.   

I sincerely wish all of you the 
best for the New Year.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you at events 
or meetings. Lastly, we lost Clyde 
Heidtke earlier this month.  Clyde 
never missed a Veterans Day raffle 
and always walked away with prizes.  
His presence will be missed.  My 
sympathies to his family.   

 
 

In Comradeship, 
William M. McGann 

Post 1038 Commander 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Thanksgiving Basket 
Donation & Delivery 

 

One of our newer members and 
an avid motorcyclist, Wade Berg, 
wondered what his ABATE 
Motorcycle group could do for 
deployed soldiers from the 829th 
Vertical Engineering Co. 
headquartered in Chippewa Falls.  
Motorcycle groups like ABATE 
often raise funds from events they 
participate in and then donate the 
money to make a difference 
somehow for a person or group. 

In this case they were able to 
donate $250.00 to help honor the 
families of soldiers during the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  To this end  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they enlisted the help of VFW Post 
1038 to determine a worthy project.  
Post Quartermaster Leroy Jansky 
knew about another VFW Post that 
purchased food items for a 
Thanksgiving basket that was 
delivered to families of deployed 
soldiers.  Both Berg and the Post 
members felt this was a worth-while 
project. 

 

 
 

Jansky knew he could count on 
Gordy’s County Market and store 
manager Joel Jacobson to put 
together the proper ingredients for a 
holiday feast.  The meal included a 
frozen turkey, instant mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, gravy, canned 
vegetable, cranberry sauce, roasting 
bag, pumpkin pie and Cool Whip 
topping (photo above).  Because of a 
hefty Gordy’s discount, we were able 
to put together 10 packages for 
delivery right before the holiday. 

The deliverymen consisted of 
Jansky and Post 1038 Senior Vice 
Commander Dan Stafford who 
together delivered just about all the 
baskets in one day.  In total they 
drove 250 miles and spent about 
seven hours on the road and visiting 
with families.  One soldier, Dustin 
Vajgrt of Chippewa Falls, was home 
on leave visiting with all his family 
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Thanksgiving (From Page 1) 

 

when they arrived.  Dan was a good 
one to be along when visiting the 
families since his son Jacob was also 
deployed to Iraq and he could relate 
well with both their pride and 
concerns. 

We thank the ABATE 
Motorcycle Group for their donation 
and Gordy’s County Store for their 
support that helped make this troop 
support effort a success. 
 

 
Gordy’s Lake Wissota County Store 

manager Joel Jacobson and meat 
department employee Dan stand by 

shopping carts full of supplies for our 
Thanksgiving Baskets. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

VAP Christmas Dinner 
 

On Saturday December 19, 2009 
dinner was served to about 30 
residents and staff at the Veterans 
Assistance Program (VAP) located at 
Klein Hall.  Commander Bill 
McGann, President Lucy LeCleir, 
and Treasurer Wanda LeaVesseur 
represented the VFW and the Ladies 
Auxiliary to VFW Post 1038. 

The evening went very well, and 
the veterans were thanked for their 
service by the commander and 
received a delicious ham dinner. 

VFW Post 1038 Chaplain Jodi 
Jolicoeur and member Phil Sarazen 
both work at the facility.  They 
attended the dinner as well.  Boyd 
Catering again did the cooking.  Jeff 
and Deb did a wonderful job as 
always. 

 

 

The program at Klein Hall is 
running well and thanks to the 
assistance of many organizations has 
just about everything they need.  
Donations however, are always 
appreciated.  There are 
approximately 30 veterans living at 
the center now and according to 
director Sarazen there are more 
applications in the works. 

VFW Post 1038 will continue to 
support this important program in 
every way we can and celebrate 
Christmas with them again next year. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Teacher and Students 
Report on D-Day 

Observance 
 

As Commander McGann 
reported in his “Commander’s Call” 
article in this issue, we had some 
special guests at our second meeting 
in December. 

For 11 days this last summer, 44 
Chi-Hi students traveled to Europe 
and visited many historical sites 
associated with the D-Day invasion 
65 years ago.  To help offset costs 
associated with the trip, the students 
sought monetary donations from 
local organizations.  VFW Post 1038 
donated $250.00 from our general 
fund to help out.  However, we had 
one stipulation – that students report 
back to us on their experiences.  We 
got our money’s worth. 

On December 16th, Chippewa 
Senior High School US History 
teacher and trip advisor Virginia 
Welle and students Katherine 
Paquette and Michaela Holsinger 
gave a slide presentation of their trip 
this last June.   

One of the highlights was 
learning that students sought out the 
gravesites of Wisconsin soldiers to 
place US Flags on each of them.  
They placed 185 flags at Normandy 
and 111 flags at Ardennes American 
Cemetery.  Our donation was used to 
 

 

pay for part of the cost of flags and 
shipping – a great investment. 

 

 
In the above photo Chi-Hi Seniors 

Santana Rothbauer and Dylan Mainory 
place a flag on a Wisconsin Soldier’s 

gravesite in Ardennes American 
Cemetery. 

 
     Both Katherine and Michaela 
stated that after observing firsthand 
the tremendous human sacrifice of 
D-Day and the following battles that 
they had a much greater appreciation 
for all veterans and those serving 
today. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Veterans Day Raffle 
Prize Winners 

 

At our big Veterans Day Open 
House and Raffle Party on this last 
November 7th we drew  the 10 
winners of our annual raffle.  Con-
gratulations go to: 

 

$150.00 – Tom Ryder 
$  50.00 – Raymond Smith 
$  30.00 – Lavern Wagner 
$  15.00 – Jerry Dietsche 
$  15.00 – Donald West 
$  15.00 – Delbert Shower 
$  10.00 – Pete Sabin 
$  10.00 – William Lazarz 
$  10.00 – Bill McIlquham 
$  10.00 – Thomas Sippel 
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Ladies Auxiliary 1038 - Update 
 

Happy New Year Sisters, 
Your Auxiliary Officers hope that everyone had a 

Merry Christmas and the New Year greets us with good 
health and happiness.  Now we just have to contend with 
the extreme cold.  

The Wissota Springs invited us to celebrate Veterans 
Day with them.  We presented a program and had all 
present join us in a patriotic song.  They had 11 veterans 
and each was recognized and presented with a 
certificate.  A very pleasant way to spend the day and 
honor our veterans. 

Veterans Day was also celebrated at the Post.  There 
was a very nice turnout and everyone always has fun.  
The Auxiliary served the lunch and baked a variety of 
cakes, so they all had plenty to eat.   
The sisters decorated Klein 
Hall again this year for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
The Auxiliary also worked hard 
baking cookies so every resident 
received a Christmas bag with 
a couple of dozen cookies and 
another bag of hot chocolate with candy canes and such 
to go with it. 

Lucy and Wanda visited each veteran in the nursing 
homes and presented each with a card and money.  They 
enjoy our visits.  As soon as we say hello and Merry 
Christmas, they are ready to spend some time talking.  
That is what visiting them is all about.  We also 
delivered our adopted veteran, Stan, his Christmas gifts 
from the Auxiliary. 
     Everyone should have received their Christmas card 
and calendar.  I know a lot of you look forward to them 
each year. 

Lucy, Wanda and Audrey rang bells for the 
Salvation Army again this year.  The people were very 
generous and thank goodness the weather was above 
zero. 

December was not nice to our membership.  We lost 
two life members.  Gertrude Roach died December 5th 
at age 98.  Gert held nearly every office in the Auxiliary 
in her 40 years membership.  She was always ready to 
do whatever was needed.  Patricia Wenzel died 
December 29th.  She was a 19 year member.  She also 
had an interest in what was happening with the veterans.  
Then on January 2nd, Lynn Roder lost her husband Neil.  
This is not how we wanted to end the year. 

Our sympathies go out to all the families for their 
losses. 

The District meeting on January 16th will be in 
Altoona.  It’s a good time to see the sisters from the 
other Auxiliaries.  Plus we usually hear or learn 
something new.  Like the last meeting we found out that 
we were the only Auxiliary at 100% in the whole 
district.  Now we are going to need to recruit two new 
members for next year.   

Remember to “Take Time Out for Veterans.”  Also, 
Love for Today, Dream for Tomorrow, Learn from 
Yesterday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 
 

 
Auxiliary Secretary Audrey Freagon presents a veteran 

with a Certificate of Appreciation for his service. 
 

 
Post 1038 Auxiliary Members (Judy Boettcher, 

Audrey Freagon and Ellie Wohlbier) gather at the 
Wissota Springs assisted living facility to visit veterans 
and distribute Certificates of Appreciation to veterans. 
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Hanke Sighting 
 

     Our Post Judge Advocate, SSG Mike Hanke, 
has been on the run while serving his country in 
Iraq at Camp Liberty. 
     Mike had been training for distance running 
since he got to Iraq and has participated in 
several events.  Mike reported his time for the 
10k run was 58:12.  We assume that’s 58 minutes 
and 12 seconds and not hours and minutes. 
    Mike is always thinking about those at home 
and to remind us why he and his fellow soldiers 
are deployed to Iraq so he sent the Post a US Flag 
(below) flown at Camp Liberty on September 11, 
2009.  A certificate of authenticity accompanied 
the flag that is now on display in the Post hall. 
     Thank you Mike, for a great gift! 
 

 

����������������������	�
������	�
������	�
������	�
  

After almost a year of active duty, several 
of our members are about to return home from 
successful missions in Iraq with units of the 
32nd Infantry Brigade.  Some may actually be 
back home and snug in their own beds by the 
time this newsletter is delivered. 

Our hats are off to these members for a job 
well done.  Thank you for serving! 

 

�  Deric Bilgrien 
�  Mike Hanke 
�  Matt Fall 
�  Jacob Stafford 

 

Deployed Post Members 
With the return of four members, two others were recently deployed. 

 

Rick Drinkman,  Iraq (5th deployment) 
Dr. Peter Cochrane, Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, 

Germany (2nd deployment) 
 

Please keep these soldiers and their families, and all of our 
other service personnel, in your prayers for a successful mission and 

safe return. 

Membership Status For 2010 
 

New Members 
 

Ryan Vranish, Army, Global War on Terrorism 
Brian McIlquham, USN (ret.), SSBN Deterrent Patrol 

Richard Price, USN, Vietnam (Life Member) 
 

Annual To Life Member Conversions 
 

Phillip Sarazen 
Kerry Comstock 

 

Overall Membership Retention 
 

As of January 18, 2010, Post 1038 was at 95.34% retention 
compared to last year.  We still have 12 members that need to renew 

their annual memberships and if they do we will easily make it to 
our goal of 100% retention for this year.  If you are an annual 

member please check your membership card to make sure it is for 
2010.  If it’s not for this year, please send your $25.00 annual dues 

to VFW Post 1038, PO Box 685, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729. 

 

  
Mike Hanke (back row center) poses with other soldiers who participated in 

the VFW Foundation's Veteran's Day Run while serving in Iraq. 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

   
 

Your 2009 – 2010 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

Commander:  William M. McGann 
Sr. Vice Cmdr:   Daniel A. Stafford 
Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple 

Quartermaster:  Leroy G. Jansky 
Chaplin:  Jodi M. Jolicoeur 

Judge Advocate:  Michael P. Hanke 
Surgeon:  Dr. Peter J. Cochrane 

Service Officer:  Walter F. Wohlbier 
Adjutant:  Thomas Zutter 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 

����������	
����
���� �
201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 

Full Menu 
Home-made Pizzas 
& Daily Specials 

ATM Located Inside 

�������
���������
����� �����
������� �

 

 

US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Leroy Jansky 723-0408, 
Vern Normand 723-6271 
Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
·  Hall rental information 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/09) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/16/09) 

Memorial Day (5/25/09) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/09) 

Independence Day (7/4/09) 
Korean War (7/27/09) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/09) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/09) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/09) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 

Friendly Neighborhood Stores 
 

GORDY’S COUNTY MARKET 
Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire 
TRUE VALUE HARDWARE 

Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

 

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 

 

 

MP 682390 



VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 ���  VFW Post 1038 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
VFW Post 1038 News                                           Page 7                                             January 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Vietnam Veterans Day Celebration in Wisconsin 
March 27, 2010 

          1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
                         Eau Claire North High School 

 

                               The first Vietnam Veterans Day Celebration on March 27th is  
                               sponsored by Thuy Smith International Outreach and WEAU 
                               TV 13.  TV 13 News anchor Judy Clark will be the Master of 
                               Ceremonies for the day.  Expect state and local officials to be 
present as well as local youth groups and veterans service organizations.  There 
will also be music and the event is open to the public free of charge. 
     There will be a banquet for Vietnam Veterans and up to two guests (only) that 
will follow the ceremony.  Vietnamese and Hmong Cuisine and Cultural 
Entertainment is also planned. 
     To RSVP and purchase tickets ($12.00 ea) call (715) 861-3081. 

LZ Lambeau 
Vietnam Veterans 

Welcome Home Event 
 

     Post 1038 is hoping to sponsor 
a one day bus trip to LZ Lambeau 
on Saturday, May 22, 2010, for 
the main program at LZ Lambeau.  
We would probably leave early in 
the day so you can snooze on the 
bus if you want. 
     This would be open to all 
members (especially Vietnam 
Veterans) and other veterans as 
well as adult family members.  
We would try to obtain a block of 
tickets so we could all sit together. 
     We would share the cost of 
transportation and each would be 
responsible to pay for their own 
tickets and meals.  All trip details 
will be provided to those 
expressing an interest in the event, 
so get on the list now. 
     Contact Post QM Leroy Jansky 
at 723-0408 or 
ljansky@charter.net for 
reservations or to show your 
interest in the trip. 
        Saturday 
        May 22 
        2010 
 
       Lambeau  
       Field 
       Green Bay 

 

 

 
Leroy Jansky (l) and Duane Freagon accept boxes of candy and Christmas cards from 
students at Holy Ghost Elementary Schools for shipping to members of the 128th and 

829th who were deployed to Iraq at the time. 
 

Candy and Cards To Deployed Troops 
 

     Students at Holy Ghost and St. Charles Schools collected almost 100 pounds 
of hard candy and dozens of Christmas Cards for soldiers.  The soldiers could 
enjoy the candy themselves or give it away to children who they may encounter. 
     The combined schools have over 200 students in grades K-6 and called their 
project “Candy and Cards for Comrades and Kids.” 
     Six boxes containing 111 bags of candy were shipped before Christmas to 
soldiers in the 1-128th Infantry (Eau Claire) and 829th Engineering Company 
(Chippewa Falls) who would distribute the candy as needed.   
    Post 1038 paid a little over $100.00 for shipping to Iraq from our relief fund. 

Are You Older 
Than Dirt? 

 

How many of you remember… 
·  Head lights dimmer switches on 

the floor? 
·  Ignition switches on the 

dashboard? 
·  Pant leg clips for bicycles 

without chain guards? 
·  Soldering irons you heat on a gas 

burner? 
·  Using hand signals for cars 

without turn signals? 
·  Secondary purpose for the Sears 

Catalog? 
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���  Post 1038 Events Calendar ���  
January 2010 

 

20th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

February 2010 
2nd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

3rd – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

March 2010 
2nd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
2nd – Spaghetti Dinner 5:00 p.m. 

3rd – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

27th – Vietnam Veterans Day 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
North High School – Eau Claire, WI 

 

April 2010 
6th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

7th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
10th – Dist. 9 Meeting – Stillson School 9:00 a.m. 

21st – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of Post events. 

7th Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner 

Don’t Miss It This Year! 
Tuesday, March 2nd 
5:00 p.m to 6:30 p.m. 

This is a family  
event at your Post Home. 

 
 Spaghetti & Meatballs 
    Garlic Bread 
 Sticks and More 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

 

Refreshments 
Available  

 


