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Meetings: 
1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 Six Time Award Winning Newsletter 

We Support Our Troops 

                      Commander’s Call 
                      January, 2009  

 

     Comrades, as I write this 
Commanders Call article, it is about a 
week before Christmas.  I hope all of 
you had a great holiday and Santa 
brought you everything you wanted.  I 

would also like all of us to pause for a moment and think 
about our troops overseas during this time.  Let’s pray that 
it might be the last Christmas we need troops in harm’s 
way. 
     In just a few days from writing this article our post will 
be holding a holiday dinner for the residents and staff at 
the Veterans Assistance Program.  Our post has taken on a 
commitment to make this happen each year.  The VAP 
program is doing great things for veterans.  We will 
support it as much as possible.     
     As I look back over the past year I cannot help but feel 
great about the many things this post has done.  We have 
made significant donations to many charities, and have 
held events that have been just great.  Our year ending in 
July 2008 was a 100 percent membership year.  
Throughout these events, and the post projects, four people 
come to mind who always seem to be involved:  Leroy 
Jansky, Joe Wittrock, Dwayne Freagon, and Dan Stafford.  
I would like to thank them for all they do for our post.  
     As I look to this coming year there are many things left 
to do.  There are currently thirteen members who have not 
paid their continuous dues.  If you know your dues are not 
paid yet, please do so.  We need your membership.  We 
have several National Guard units that are deploying again 
and we will be supporting them at that time.  We also will 
support their families while the soldiers are away.   
     I am looking forward to the holiday party on the 16th of 
January.  If you wish to attend please RSVP to our 
quartermaster, Clarence Fagner, 723-0048, and let him 
know.  You are allowed one guest, and the fee is $10.00 
per person and includes dinner, drinks and a raffle ticket. 
 

Continued on Page 2 
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Welcome New Members 
�  Terry L. King, USN, Vietnam  ��� �  

�  Tonya C. Lovelace, ARNG, Iraq  ��� �  
 

Life Member Conversion 
��� �    Dr. Peter Cochrane, US Army, Iraq  ��� �  

Holiday Party is Friday, January 16th 
RSVP 723-0048 by Saturday, January 10th 

Christmas Dinner at VAP 
 

     On Saturday, December 20, 2008, Commander Bill 
McGann, Chaplin Leroy Jansky, Auxiliary President 
Lucyann LeCleir and Auxiliary Treasurer Wanda 
LeaVesseur helped serve a Christmas dinner to the 
residents of the Veterans Assistance Program at Klein Hall. 
                                Continued on Page 3 

 
 

     Residents at Klein Hall enjoy a Christmas dinner of ham, 
scalloped potatoes and green beans.  They all received a 
plate of cookies and a basket of small gifts, too. 
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Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 

Ladies Auxiliary News 
         The past few months has had the Auxiliary ladies 
hopping. 
     President Lucyann LeCleir and the Post’s Leroy Jansky 
worked selling coupon books at the Younkers store to help 
put some money in our General Funds. 
     On November 7th, five ladies rang bells for the red kettles 
of the Salvation Army.  We never seem to pick a nice day.  It 
was very windy and cold, but we got the job done. 
    It was also the time to give the food pantry $75.00, which 
we do twice a year.  Plus every three months we collect for a 
food donation.  They need all our help. 
     There are always lots of activities to do for Veterans Day.  
This year the big tribute was at McDonell High School.  It is 
always a moving experience.  All the students at each 
elementary school receive a red, white and blue pencil. 
     The Auxiliary ladies went to the Wissota Springs assisted 
living facility to perform “The Meaning of the Folds of the 
Flag” for the residents.  The residents expressed their 
appreciation for our helping them to celebrate Veterans Day.  
They had eleven veterans living there and we paid them 
special attention. 
     This December has really had everyone busy.  Every 
member should have their card and calendar by now.  We 
shopped for a Christmas gift for our adopted veteran, Stan 
Meier, for his Christmas gift.  He just thinks the Auxiliary 
ladies are great. 
     Lucyann and Wanda visited the veterans at Chippewa 
Manor and Wissota Health, wishing them each Merry 
Christmas.  Every veteran received a card and money.  It 
takes time because some really enjoy our visit and want to 
spend lots of time talking.  They were entertained by a group 
of singers at Wissota Health.  We enjoyed some of their 
music, too. 
     The Auxiliary had their meeting and Christmas Party at 
the airport on December 2nd.  It’s always a good time and 
gets everyone in the holiday mood.   
     Our ladies have really come through for all the work they 
have done for the Veterans Assistance Program at Klein Hall.  
We bought 25 laundry baskets, 25 bottles of laundry 
detergent and donated 50 gifts, so each basket could have two 
gifts in them.  The Post provided a Christmas dinner for the 
residents and the Auxiliary ladies put in many hours baking 
cookies and candy which we put in gift bags.  Judy Boettcher, 
Audrey Freagon, Florence Gustavson, Mary Pat Lannue and 
Lucyann LeCleir provided baked cookies for each bag.  
Wanda made pretzel candy and Ellie Wittrock, a real pro at 
making candy, really out did all of us with her chocolate 

Your 2008-2009 Auxiliary Officers 
 

President  Lucyann LeCleir 
Senior Vice Pres  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Junior Vice Pres  Ione Murphy 
Secretary  Audrey Freagon 
Treasurer  Wanda LeaVesseur 
Chaplain  Shirley Herman 
Guard   Patricia Wenzel 
Conductress  Ellie Wittrock 
Patriotic Advisor  Florence Gustavson 
Historian  Lucyann LeCleir 
Trustee-1st Yr  Florence Gustavson 
Trustee-2nd Yr  Shirley Herman 
Trustee-3rd Yr  Eleanor Wohlbier 

Commander’s Call – from page 1 
 

     In closing, I would just like to write a few words about 
Lee Baier.  Lee was a very special individual with many 
talents.  He did many little and big projects around our post, 
and always shared his handyman gifts to better our building.  
Lee will be missed greatly, and I would like to express my 
deep sympathy to his family, and to the other families who 
lost loved ones this year in our Post 1038 family. 
     Comrades, thank you for your service to our country and 
your membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars.   
 

William M. McGann 
Post 1038 Commander 

balls, divinity, caramels and fudge.  These ladies deserve a 
great big thank you for taking the time of their own 
schedules to do all this work. 
     We needed to replace six members this year to get our 
membership back to 100%.  We accomplished that, thank 
you to the sponsors.  The new members are Lynne Bauer, 
Nancy Knoll, Kim LeaVesseur, Barbara Szymenski, Alicia 
Peck and Kathryn Stafford.  We welcome all these ladies 
to our Auxiliary.  With the good, there is some bad.  We 
lost a member is early December, Phyllis Peterson, a 21 
year member.  We extend our sympathy to her family. 
       The next 9th District Meeting will be January 24th at 
Altoona.  Let’s hope the weather cooperates for all the 
members who have to travel from out of town. 
       We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and 
the New Year greets us all with good health and happiness.  
       Remember to Live Well, Love Much, Laugh Often. 
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Your Support Still Needed 
 

     Help support your Post and Department by ordering gift 
cards through our VFW sponsored gift card service.  A 
percentage of each sale is forwarded to the Post each 
quarter.  All it takes is some advance planning so you have 
the cards when you need them.  Shipping is free many 
months and for orders over $400.00, so order now.  Make 
sure to specify Post 1038 on your form or when asked. 
 

Local Merchant Cards Available  
 

Kwik Trip Applebees Red Robin Kmart 
Holiday  Arbys  Subway  Kohl’s 
BP Gas  Burger King Texas Roadhouse 
Exxon/Mobile Red Lobster Wendys Target 
Gander Mt Olive Garden Border’s Sears 
Copps  Dominoes Blockbuster Shopko 
Menards KFC  Fashion Bug WalMart 
Office Max Pizza Hut JC Penney Payless 
 

     Order cards yourself (see telephone number or web site 
below) or contact Leroy Jansky for orders that you can pick 
up at the Post.  Allow at least one week processing time. 
     Remember to indicate Post 1038 on your order form. 

 

 

1-800-514-1891 

vfwgiftcards.com 

Taps Sounded Ten Times In 2008 
 

     Please keep all of our deceased members and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers. 
     For a full listing of deceased members back to 2002, 
visit the Taps tab on our web site.  We hope 2009 is a 
healthy and productive year for everyone. 
   

Lee E. Baier 11/20/08 US Navy Cuba 

George W. Joas 11/15/08 US Army WWII 

Llyod H. Balts 10/26/08 US Army WWII 

Warren G. Stuebs 10/24/08 USMC Korea 

Ronald H. Lea 05/12/08 US Navy Korea 

Gerald E. Mayer 04/21/08 US Army Korea 

David R. Redard 04/15/08 US Army Korea 

Todd E. Andersen 04/10/08 USMC Vietnam 

Donald C. Christorf 04/09/08 US Army WWII 

Arnold C. Pedersen 01/26/08 US Army WWII 

      
     Commander William McGann, Auxiliary Treasurer 
Wanda LeaVesseur, and Auxiliary President Lucyann 
Le Cleir were caught actually having a good time 
serving the meal.  A few minutes later there was a food 
fight – just joking! 

Christmas Dinner – from page 1 
 

     A week or so prior to the dinner, several Auxiliary 
ladies as well as Post members Joe Wittrock and Duane 
Freagon helped decorate the hall for Christmas.  Several 
Christmas Trees were set up and trimmed and other 
holiday decorations were also placed around the common 
areas of the hall.  Christmas Spirit was on display 
everywhere and everything came together with the 
Saturday evening meal. 
     The dinner on Saturday was provided by the Post for 
the residents as well as any on-duty employees at the hall.  
Ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, cole slaw and 
desert were served.  Kathy Stafford, a new Auxiliary 
member and wife of Senior Vice Commander Dan 
Stafford, provided holiday decorated cupcakes courtesy of 
her new bakery business in Eau Claire, “Simply Cakes.” 
     The Post chose Boyd Catering to prepare the meal.  
When Jeff and Deb Zais mentioned to a few local 
residents that they were doing a catering job for the vets at 
Klein Hall, several persons donated money to purchase 
some Christmas gifts.  In addition, Boyd American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 326 put together some homemade desert 
treats for the residents as gifts.  Theses were all distributed 
during the meal. 
     As the residents left the dinning room they thanked us 
for the tasty meal and gifts.   
 

    The officers of Post 1038 hope that 
everyone had a Merry Christmas and 
are experiencing a great start to your 
new year.  
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
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Your 2008 – 2009 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

   Commander:  William M. McGann 
   Sr. Vice Cmdr: Daniel A. Stafford  
   Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple 
   Quartermaster: Clarence E. Fagner 
   Chaplin:  Leroy G. Jansky 
   Judge Advocate: Clyde H. Erickson 
   Surgeon:  Jodi M. Jolicoeur 
   Service Officer: Walter F. Wohlbier 
   Adjutant:  Thomas Zutter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 

����������	
����
���� �
201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Clarence Fagner 723-0048, 
Vern Normand 723-6271, or 

Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post 1038 membership 
·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/07) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/19/07) 

Memorial Day (5/28/07) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/07) 

Independence Day (7/4/07) 
Korean War (7/27/07) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/07) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/07) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/07) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

�
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertise Here 
For Just 

$25.00 per Year 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 
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Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	
����	�� ��	!���"���	
Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

	
PedersonPedersonPedersonPederson~~~~Volker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral Chapel    

44E. Columbia St., Chippewa Falls 
715-723-4649                pedersonvolker.com 

W illiam R. Volker, Owner &  Funeral D irector 
Stacy Pickerign, Funeral D irector 

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 
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Day is done, gone the sun 

from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky. 

All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
Please remember the following comrades from 

Chippewa VFW Post 1038 in your prayers. 
 

 

�  Lee E. Baier, 11/20/08, US Navy, Cuba �  
�  George Joas, 11/15/08, US Army, WW2 �  

�  Lloyd H. Balts, 10/26/08, US Army, WW2 �  
�  Warren Stuebs, 10/24/08, USMC, Korea �  

 

Service and Sacrifice by American 
Veterans Benefit Today’s Youth By… 

 
By:  Christian Brausback, Liberty Christian School 

 

     As my life was beginning a war was ending.  I was 
born in the early 90’s, soon the Gulf War had concluded.  
I knew nothing of the reason for this war or the countries 
involved; nor did I have an opinion on it.  I was a baby, 
full of vulnerability and innocence, completely dependent 
on those around me. I didn’t know of the men thousands 
of miles away in intense heat and blistering sand, fighting 
not just for our country, but for me. 
     It has been over a century since American soil has 
served as host to a war.  That’s over 100 years without the 
presence of a hostile foreign country occupying our land.  
Only through the dedication of our troops has this been 
achieved.  The result consequently allows American youth 
to grow up without fear of suicide bombers at the 
marketplace, or of an IED detonating on the way to 
school.  Because our safety is taken care of, it allows us as 
youth to focus on the future.  This cannot be said for every 
country.  Do you think the average Iraqi child is more 
concerned with how they’ll score on their next test, or 
whether they’ll live to see another day? 
     As a youth I am directly affected in many ways by the 
service of soldiers past and present. This flame of service 
was kindled long ago with the Revolutionary War, and the 
torch of sacrifice has been passed over the years filled 
with hope and prosperity, as well as fear and suffering. 
Veterans are widely acknowledged for their service on the 
battlefield, but what about during times of peace?  These 
men were still responsible for defending our country at all 
times.  Above all they have given Americans young and 
old a reason to be proud.  With a government occasionally 
littered with scandals and discord, it is important for us as 
a nation to have occasions to which we can lend 
unanimous support.  Servicemen and women of today and 
yesterday are a bright spot for our country because of 
what they represent, and how they represent it.  The youth 
of today benefit from this form of authority that they 
cannot only model, but respect too. 
     While wars are fought to settle a present dispute, the 
ultimate goal is a resolution for a brighter future.  
Veterans fought so that future generations would have the 
opportunity to experience the America they knew:  an 
America where anything can be achieved with the 
necessary payment of effort.  To this day the American 
dream is one still very attainable because of the 
preservation of freedom and liberties established with our 
countries inception. 
     Today, I am a student in high school, and our country 
faces a situation eerily similar to the one in which I was 

born.  I realize now that these men weren’t just figures 
on the news, but something much more.  They chose to 
sacrifice their time, efforts, even lives for us in an 
attempt to preserve what was given to them.  Former 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said,” A people 
that values its privileges above its principles soon loses 
both.”  Americans have been handed the gift of 
freedom.  As youth we are responsible for honoring this 
gift through future participation in voting, running for 
office, or simply by choosing to be a law abiding 
citizen.  The time will come when the leaders of this 
country and a new generation will look to us for 
security and guidance.  Veterans have done their part in 
serving this country; now is the time for the youth of 
our nation to inherit the torch and keep its flame ablaze.         
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     Don’t miss a night out after the busy Christmas season.  
The Post 1038 Holiday Party is a great time to relax with 
your spouse or significant other. 
     $10.00 per person covers dinner, drinks and a chance at 
a free raffle drawing after dinner.  The menu features roast 
beef, mashed potatoes and vegetable. 
     RSVP QM Fagner (723-0048) or Chaplin Jansky at 
723-0408 by January 10, 2009.  Go to the events page at 
www.vfwpost1038.org and click on special events for a 
list of all future events. 

 
 

Post Holiday 
Party 

January 16th 
6:00 p.m. 

Notice to Annual Members 
 

     Eighty four percent of the members of our Post are Life 
Members.  At our Veterans Day Celebration on November 
8th, we will draw the names of two annual members (and 
two alternates) for a 50% discount off life membership.  
This could save one of our younger members $212.50. 
     If you don’t win one of these prizes, you should still 
consider going life.  National Headquarters has a payment 
plan that many subscribe to for Life Membership.  Contact 
the Post Quartermaster for additional information.  See the 
table below for details. 

Age On 
12/31 

One 
Payment 

12 Monthly 
Payments 

24 Monthly 
Payments 

30 $425.00 $40.39 $20.23 
31-40 $410.00 $39.02 $19.58 
41-50 $375.00 $35.84 $18.05 
51-60 $335.00 $32.20 $16.32 
61-70 $290.00 $28.11 $14.36 
71-80 $225.00 $22.20 $11.53 
81+ $170.00 $17.20 $9.14 

The initial installment payment is $35.00 and a $1.75 
service charge is applied monthly. 

 

Scout of the Year Scholarship 
 

     The Scout of the Year is open to Eagle Scouts who have 
not yet graduated high school.  The submittal deadline to 
the post is March 1, 2009.  The VFW Scout of the Year 
Scholarship program provides a $5,000 award to an 
outstanding scout who is the recipient of a Boy Scout Eagle 
Award.  Second-place winner receives a $3,000 award.  Do 
you know a scout that might qualify?  Send him our way. 
 

VOD and Patriot’s Pen Winners 
�

����� The following students placed in the top two spots for 
Post 1038’s Voice of Democracy essay (9th to12th grade) 
contest submitted last November for judging: 
 

Christian Bausback, Liberty Christian School 
Nastacia Meinen McDonnell Centeral High School 

 

     The top three winners in our Patriot’s Pen (6th to 8th 
grade) written essay contest include: 
 

Jia Anderson Liberty Christian School 
Shannon Globensky Notre Dame Middle School 

Emily Metzo Chippewa Falls Middle School 
 

     In addition, Christian Bausback’s VOD essay won first 
place at the District level and is now in competition at the 
Deaprtment level.  Good luck Christian! 
     All of our winners will be invited to Loyalty Day on 
April 26, 2009, to receive their awards.  Christian will also 
be honored at the 9th District Mid-winter Conference on 
January 24 in Altoona. 
�

Teacher of the Year Award 
 

     This year we received a recommendation from Kenith 
Britt, president of the Chippewa Area Catholic School 
System, for Teacher of the Year.  He recommended Mrs. 
Alice Butler who was also selected to represent District 9 at 
the state level.  Mrs. Butler is a teacher at Notre Dame 
Middle School.  Among other things, Butler’s class 
interviews veterans and publishes their interviews locally. 

Support the Families of Deployed Troops 
 

     Allow our deployed troops to concentrate on their 
mission and not worry about minor problems back home. 
    They will be more likely to come home safe if they 
stay mission orientated.  To this end, Post 1038 and 
District 9 plan to develop a list of volunteers with useful 
talents to assist families who may have a difficult time 
with home maintenance and other chores.  Contact Bill 
McGann (379-1992) if you feel that you can help out. 

Post Members to Deploy 
 

     On January 10, 2009, several Post members will be 
activated and spend about a month finishing training in 
Florida and Texas.  They will deploy to Iraq as members 
of the Wisconsin Army National Guard’s 32nd Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team sometime in February. 
     Members being deployed overseas include:  Jacob 
Stafford and Deric Bilgrien. 

     Deric is a new member and Jacob is the son of our 
Senior Vice Commander Dan Stafford.  We will try to 
keep in touch with both these comrades throughout their 
deployment.   
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Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

���  Post 1038 Special Event Calendar ���  
January 2009 

6th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
7th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

10th – RSVP for Holiday Party 723-0048 
16th – Holiday Party, Post Home 5:00 p.m. 

21st - Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m 
24th – 9th District Mid-winter, Altoona 9:00 a.m. 

 
February 2009 

3rd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
4th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
18th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

20th-21st – Dept. Mid-winter, Milwaukee 
 

March 2009 
3rd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

4th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
10th –Spaghetti Dinner –Family Event 5-7 p.m. 

18th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of Post events. 

 

6th Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Don’t Miss It This Year! 

 
Tuesday, March 10th 

5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
This is a family event at the Post Home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


