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Commander’s Call
August, 2009

Comrades, | sincerely hope your
summer is going wdlrecently
returned from Wisconsin Rapids and
the Officer Training Institute. The
training went very well and | learned
guite a bit about procedure at meetings which Iraitl
know.

A new fiscal year has started and we are one
month in, and doing ok so far. | would like to reak
more sincere effort this year to get everyone paid
before the end of the calendar year. The postsieed
make 100% this year!

Some of the things that | have in mind for this
coming year are a little different. | am thinkiof)
instituting a bi-monthly meeting raffle where eveng
puts in a quarter or two and we draw a name. elfrtiime
is at the meeting they win. If the person pickedat
present it carries over until someone at the mgetins
the pot. We also need to start collecting matéoiabur
thrift sale in September. The sale will be thenlatd 19th
of September. Our annual chicken feed will beren20th
of September. I'm going to see if we can advedidiétle
stronger to get the public involved as well asthetword
out to the families of deployed troops from the 1829
engineers and 128th infantry. We will work witketh
auxiliary to hold the Christmas dinner for the ol the
VAP. Our Veterans Day open house is right arotned t
corner. Let's make this the best one ever.

It appears that both the department headquarterg
and the national headquarters are facing financial
difficulties. This means that some programs mag fa
cuts. Our post needs to continue our mission gt &s
we can and try to get more members. The bottoeidin
that more membership means more dollars for everyon
That comrades, is the way it is. The policy of past
needs to be that if members have family obligatioms
other obligations that prevent them from coming to
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meetings that is ok. Let's not complain if we ddmave a
lot of people at meetings; let's make sure we @obibst
at our programs and community work that we can and
keep in touch with those who cannot come to mesting
| am sincerely grateful for the opportunity to be
commander again and thank all of you for your thaust
me.
In Comradeship,
William M. McGann
Post 1038 Commanc

Vietnam Vets I III I

The annual appreciation
gathering, sponsored by Thuy Smith Internationar€ach,
is scheduled in Altoona on Saturday, Septembe2Q@9.
There will be speakers, food and entertainment ftar80
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

This is for Vietham Veterans only and eachmat
bring one guest. For more information and to RSHIP
715-861-3081 before September 5th.

Welcome New Members

Normand Helgestad, US Army, WWII
Calvin Kraemer, US Army, Korea
Wade Berg, US Army, Iraq
Matt Fall, US Army, Iraq

Welcome Member Transfer
Stephen Gilbertson, US Army, Ret., Vietnam

The Post now stands at 194 members strong.

Annual Grilled Chicken Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 20th from 4 to 6 p.m.
at the Post Home. Bring the family

for great food and company!

L
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Ladies Auxiliary News

Sisters,
July starts a new year for our
auxiliary. You are all so good about
getting dues in right away. We want t
try for 100% membership as soon as
possible. Just a couple of dues to go! Thanlksdl tof you who
have sent your dues in so quickly.

The 88th Annual VFW Convention was held in Eau
Claire from June 24th-27th at the Plaza Hoteprdivided a
great opportunity to meet and greet a lot of th&éddal and
Department officers you read about in the artiolethe VFW
magazine or newspaper. An event like this givasag/ehance
to meet the real person. It's not often that thelg this big
affair so close to home.

Five of our members attended the convention, pleou
for the first time. They saw how different it i@ a District
Meeting. On the second day they performed the<obs
Malta. If you have never seen it done, it is vienpressive.

Our group arrived early the first day and we wgiken
the job of filling the gift bags — 250 of them! V¥eon got a
system going and got it done quickly. Chippewadsado the
rescue! We all enjoyed it all.

We had as very successful Poppy Drive in May.icA b
“thank you” to all the workers. The “King” promatevas Glen
Robinson who did an outstanding job. Audrey Freago
remains “Queen.” It takes a lot of work to break record.
All the money raised goes into our Relief Fund whused
only for Veterans Programs that we support.

A big community service project for the auxiliamas
to purchase two complete flag sets for the Cityri&illRoom
at City Hall. They were greatly appreciated by tiegyor and
council members.

Another community project was to donate $225.00 fd
flagpoles at the Veterans Memorial at the Chipp@&eanty
Courthouse. Originally dedicated in 1978, the meahtvad
deteriorated and the flag poles needed to be reghlalt has
now been paid for and completed. Stop by and eeenlice it
looks. It is something the city and its veteraas be proud of.

On July 11th at the National Guard, a progranedall
Military Family Assistance held a meeting for tlaailies in
the surrounding area, who have members servingeasy to
get together for help and information. Four of sisters acted
as babysitters. We helped the children make grgetrds to
send to their fathers. The children knew what tvapted to
say and draw — they just need help with how totdo i

One of our sisters celebrated her 90th birthdajuiw.
The birthday girl was Anita DuCharme, a 23 year fpenof
ourauxiliary. Lucy LeCleir and Wanda LeaVesseteraded a
surprise party for her. We wish Anita many monehiiays.

A new year means an election was held for offifers

VFW Post 1038

our auxiliary. The only changes were in the poasiof

VFW Post 1038 VFW Post 1038

Chaplain, Patti Boeve, and Guard, Judy Boettcles (s
page 3 for all officers). It also means new offictor the
District. The last District Meeting was held intédna.
The new officers will conduct their first meetiny i
September at New Richmond.

To those who have lost a loved one this past year,
we give you all our prayers and sympathy.

To any of our members who have been on the sick
list, we hope that you are on the road to recovery.

We still need to take time to say a prayer for our
military. It takes their brave action to allowtashave the
freedom we all enjoy.

As our new Department President Linda Moran
says, this is the year 6fake Time Out for Veterans.”

V/ N
%

Auxiliary Meetings
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m.
Rutledge Charity Building — Downtown
Chippewa Fall

Auxiliary President Lucy LeCleir, above rightishes
Anita DuCharme a happy 90th birthday, and below she
presents Chippewa Falls Mayor Greg Hoffman with new
flagpole sets for the council chambers at city.hall
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Help Support Your Post.. $$$$
Purchase Gift Cards

Help support your Post and Department by orderifig g
cards through our VFW sponsored gift card servie.
percentage of each sale is forwarded to the Pkt ea
guarter. All it takes is some advance planning@ohave
the cards when you need them. Shipping is freeyman
months and for orders of $400.00 or more. Make sur
specify Post 1038 on your form or when asked. 8G-
514-1891 or go to viwgiftcards.com. Purchaseswade
through your checking account.

Local Merchant Cards Available

Kwik Trip Applebees Red Robin Kmart
Holiday Arbys Subway Kohl's
BP Gas Burger King  Texas Roadhouse
Exxon/Mobile Red Lobster  Wendys Target
Gander Mt Olive Garden Border’'s Sears
Copps Dominoes Blockbuster  Shopko
Menards KFC Fashion Bug WalMart
Office Max Pizza Hu JC Penne Payles

1-80C-514-1891

viwgiftcards.com

Electric Scooter Available

Last year the Post received a new electric scdatar
a local veteran’s family. The Post would like toyide
free use of the scooter for three month periods Vi
deliver the scooter to a Post member or other neetiyran
in the immediate Chippewa Falls area.
This electric scooter is for outside use and hidkéts,
a horn and basket.
Sorry, no boom box!
This is the perfect
contrivance to get
someone having
difficulty walking
out for summer
strolls around the
neighborhood. For
information contact,
Quartermaster Leroy
Jansky(723-040¢).

VFW Post 1038
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2009-2010 Auxiliary Officers

Lucyann LeCleir
Eleanor Wohlbier
lone Murphy

President
Senior Vice Pres
Junior Vice Pres

Secretary Audrey Freagon
Treasurer Wanda LeaVesseur
Chaplain Shirley Herman
Guard Judy Boettcher
Conductress Ellie Wittrock
Patriotic Advisor Florence Gustavson
Historian Lucyann LeCleir

Eleanor Wohlbier
Florence Gustavson
Ellie Wittrock

Trustee-1st Yr
Trustee-2nd Yr
Trustee-3rd Yr

Teacher of the Year Award

Commander William McGann presents an award
and the American Flag to Mrs. Alice Butler, Notre
Dame Middle School teacher, in recognition as Post
1038’'sTeacher of the Year

This honor goes to a teacher who teaches
citizenship education topics and promotes America’s
history, traditions and institutions. As part of$vir
Butler’s eighth grade veteran project, her studbatse
the opportunity to interview a veteran and then tu
what they have learned into an essay.

The Four Stages of Forgetfulness

1. Forget names.

2. Forget faces.

3. Forget to zip up pants.
4. Forget to unzip pants.

VFW Post 1038 News
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038

Depend on them for services!

201 E. Canal Street
Chippewa Falls, WI
(715) 723-9905

BERNIE ZUTTER

€Ms

Elk Mound Seed

1-800-401-SEED  715-879-5877 715-879-5556
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739
E-mail: sales@megabuckfoodplot.com

Your 2009 — 2010
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers

Commander: William M. McGann
Sr. Vice Cmdr: Daniel A. Stafford

Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple
Quartermaster: Leroy G. Jansky
Chaplin: Jodi M. Jolicoeur
Judge Advocate: Michael P. Hanke
Surgeon: Dr. Peter J. Cochrane
Service Officer: Walter F. Wohlbier
Adjutant: Thomas Zutter

US Flags

High quality, sewn nylon
flags with embroidered

* X X X
* X X X
stars. You won't find a
better deal anywhere else. 1
Purchase your US Flags frong:
Leroy Jansky 723-0408,
Vern Normand 723-6271
Dale Peterson 723-7550

www.viwpost1038.org

Visit our website toget up to date
information on:

Post activities and calendar updates
Current Post Officers

Auxiliary information

Deceased members listing

Youth programs information
Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council
Hall rental information

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/09) Half Staff
Armed Forces Day (5/16/09)
Memorial Day (5/25/09) Half Staff Till Noon
Flag Day (6/14/09)

Independence Day (7/4/09)

Korean War (7/27/09) Half Staff

Patriots Day (9/11/09) Half Staff

Veterans Day (11/11/09)
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/09) Half Staff

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER
(left to right display)
Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard

VFW Post 1038 News
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038

Depend on them for services!

9 West Columbia Street
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
Owners: Steve Radke and Jim Altman

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls ... . .
Offering complete funeral & cremation Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and

arrangements and pre-planning services. Birch Street in Eau Claire
I 1

Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota
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County Veteran’s Memorial Refurbished

The county wide memorial to all veterans aroten
specifically to those who gave their lives for thei
country was dedicated on June 11, 1978.

The monument itself contains the names ofiserv
members who were killed in action in wars beginning
with the Civil War through the Vietnam War. In,all
there are 316 county heroes named on the monument
48 from the Civil War, 90 from WWI, 151 from WWII,
11 from Korea and 16 from Vietnam. Medal of Honor
recipient Charles E. Mower’s plaque is prominently
displayed at the center.

After more than 30 years, the fiberglass ftdgp had
deteriorated and two had broken off. In addititwe,
surrounding lawn is higher now than 30 years ago
forcing water to collect around the monument. The
Chippewa County Veteran’s Service Committee felt it
was time to do some repair work.

The county contacted Nyhus Concrete Consbmcti
of Bloomer to install new concrete and county \axter
service organizations (VSOSs) pledged to purchage ne
flagpoles from Freedom Flagpoles of Eau ClairethBo
companies reduced their costs significantly to medke
the project a reality. We thank them both!

The monument was cleaned and sealed, oneoB80 fo
and five 20 foot aluminum flagpoles were installadd
new colored and textured concrete was poured.

The total cost was approximately $5,575.0Gwit
county VSQO'’s donating $2,550.00 for the poles and
some new flags. VFW Post 1038 donated $500.00 an
our Auxiliary donated $225.00.

We can now easily fly the POW/MIA Flag beldvet
US Flag on the main flagpole and there is no fé#ne
poles falling over or being damaged by lawn mowing

operations. A rededication is planned on Novendlder
2009 at 11:00 a.r

VFW Post 1038
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Taps
Day is done, gone the sun
from the lake, from the hill,
from the sky.

All is well, safely rest. God is nigh.
Thanks and praise for our days
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars,

‘neath the sky.
As we go, this we know. God is nigh.
Taps

Please remember the following comrades from
Chippewa VFW Post 1038 in your prayers.

Past Post 1038 Commander 1964-65
Richard L. Kinderman, 7/13/09, US Navy, Vietnam

The photos below and left show the Chippewar@o

4 Memorial Monument under construction (left) wittetbld

poles still in place, and the refurbished monunggght)
with the new flagpoles. The photo at the right wek&n on
Memorial Day 2009, with all flags at half-staff.

Support Our Troops - Read “The Husky Howl!”
Newsletter of the 829th Vertical Engineers (ourgdd unit)
at www.vfwpost1038.org under the Newsletters tab.
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Buddy Poppy Distribution 2009

Considering the economic downturn we
have been experiencing for the last year or
so, the citizens of the Chippewa Falls
area came through with record donations tc
Post and Auxiliary relief funds this year.

There were 17 Post and Auxiliary members who
worked almost 180 hours distributing Buddy Popjgies
six local retail stores. The top distributors, dzhen
donations received, were Glen Robinson for the V&
Audrey Freagon for the Auxiliary.

Because of all these dedicated members, tbeahd
Auxiliary will be able to offer many donations tanous
veterans relief, memorial and patriotic/educational
programs again this year.

We always donate money to veterans hospitals a
nursing homes across the state. Locally, we stipiper
Veterans Assistance Program at the Northern Center
Campus in Chippewa Falls and the Chippewa Falls VA
Clinic. Our Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen
contests for students benefits from these funds, to
Additionally, we occasionally receive referralsrfrahe
county veterans service officer regarding needgragts
and this year we donated some monies toward new
flagpoles at the county Veterans Memorial Monunant
the courthouse. One very important donation wa fia
make again is to the VFW Service Office in Milwaake
This office takes on claims cases that may apuebe &
lost cause and this last fiscal year won veteram®than
$11 million in compensation and benefits.

Thank you for your donations and we especihiink
our members who worked so hard to make this Buddy
Poppy distribution a huge success.

Buddy Poppy Chairmen Duane Freagon (VFW) and
Florence Gustavson (Auxiliary) look on as Chippewa
Falls Mayor Greg Hoffman signs the VFW Buddy
Poppy Proclamation for 2009. Thank you, Mayor!

VFW Post 1038
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Post 1038 Thrift Sale

Your post will hold its second
annual thrift sale on September
18-19, 2009 at the Post Home.
We plan to donate the proceeds
to the Veterans Assistance
Program. We will accept most
usable household items, tools,
books, video tape and CDs, fishing/hunting itent the
like. We will not accept clothes this year.

The best time to drop items off is betweerDg3n.
and 7:30 p.m. on a Post Meeting night (8/19, 9/2/16)
or by special appointment by calling Leroy Jansky a
723-0408 or Bill McGann at 379-1992.

Youth Awards

Immediately prior to our annual Armed ForcesyD
cookout on May 16, Post and Auxiliary leaders pnése:
awards to the top students participating in the VFW
Voice of Democracy and Patriot's Pen patriotic gssa
contests. This year the following students tooknéo
awards:

VOD
Christian Bausback — Liberty Christian School
Nastacia Meinen — McDonell Catholic High School

Patriot’s Pen
Jia Anderson — Liberty Christian School
Shannon Globensky — Notre Dame Middle School
Emily Metzo — Chippewa Falls Middle School

In addition to placing at the Post level, Gtian
Bausback won first place at the District level liig
recorded VOD presentation.

Congratulations to all the student winners #ued
dozens of other students who took part in the cisite

Ellie Wohlbier, Lucy LeCleir, District 9 VOD
winner Chrisian Bausback and Bill McGar
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Post 1038 Events Calendar
August 2009
19th - Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m 3rd ANnn ua'
September 2009 H : :
1st— Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. G rllled ChICken Dlnner
2nd — Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. ’ : :
16th — Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. Don t MISS It Th|S Yearl
18th & 19th — Annual Thrift Sale — Post Home Sunday’ September 20th

20th — 3rd Annual Chicken Dinner 4-6:00 p.m. — Post ldom
> 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

26th — Dist. 9 Fall Conf. 10:00 a.m. — New Richmond

This is afamily

October 2009
eventat your Post Home.

6th — Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m.
7th — Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m.

21st— Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. I thought I sav

Willie, Joe and
a grilll I smell

November 2009
trouble!

3rd — Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m.
4th — Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m.
14th — Vets Day Clebration — 12-6:00 p.m. - Post Hom
18th — Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Go to www.viwpost1038.org for the
most current list of Post events.
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