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Post Surgeon Cochrane 
Returns From Germany 

 

Our Post Surgeon, Dr. Peter 
Cochrane, returned in March from a 
recent deployment to Germany. 
     Dr. Cochrane was stationed at 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 
(LRMC) or as folks say, "Larmcy." 
     It took him a few weeks to 
become accustomed to life at LRMC 
and he felt that the winter weather 
was somewhat mild compared to 
back home.  However, frequent 
dustings of snow did make him 
homesick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The following is the text from an 
e-mail sent to Quartermaster Jansky 
in January by Dr. Cochrane.  He 
wrote: 
     “The base for the hospital is 
actually quite small but the hospital 
itself is very large.  We sit on a hill 
and the walk down into town is 
known as "cardiac hill" for what it 
feels like walking up it.  You pass a 
Catholic Church along the way, 
Helig Geist (Holy Ghost).” 
     “The hospital is set up along an 
old type of design with one long  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
central corridor and two story wards 
spaced about 100 ft apart that come 
off the corridor at right angles.  They 
have also added some buildings 
larger than the wings to hold the ER, 
delivery rooms, ICU and OR.  When 
you first arrive it is all very 
confusing and takes about 3-4 weeks 
until you are sure how to get from 
point A to B.” 
     “We stay in some very nice,  
recently renovated apartments not far 
from the hospital.  They have 
radiator heaters, showers, a kitchen, 
living room and four bedrooms.  It's 
quite a step up from the CHU 
(contained housing unit) in Iraq or 
the tents in Afghanistan.  We get 
meals at the hospital Difac, which is 
a short walk away.” 
     “The patient flow is impressive.  
Sick, injured soldiers and marines are 
flown up from downrange (7 hours) 
on C-17's and then taken by bus to  
the hospital from Ramstein Airfield.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    “The very sick come to ICU, some 
the hospital and others outpatient 
housing.  We then do what we can to 
stabilize them and get them packed 
up to go back to the States.” 
    “Sometimes they arrive Monday 
morning, go to the OR that afternoon 
or evening and fly out Tuesday 
morning for a 14 hour journey home.  
They need all their medications, IV 
fluids etc. to go.  The sickest ones 
have CCATT (Critical Care Air 
Transport Team) consisting of a doc, 
ICU nurse and respiratory therapist 
with them.  Usually they are sedated 
and may be on a ventilator as well. 
      Some patients will stay several 
weeks to make sure they are stable 
before they go.  Having a serious 
problem at 35,000 ft is not a good 
idea.  They land near DC and then 
patients go to Walter Reed or 
Bethesda and some burn patients go  

onto Brooke in Texas.” 
     “Without going into detail, many 
                                  of the injuries  
                                  are difficult to  
                                  see in healthy  
                                  young folks or  
                                  anyone for that  
                                  matter.  The  
                                  staff here does  
                                  an amazing job 
                                  caring for the  
                                  patients.” 
 
 
                                       Welcome  
                                  home, Pete!  
                                 We thank you  
                                 for your service. 
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2010 Loyalty Day 
Program 

 

     Chippewa VFW Post 1038 and its 
Auxiliary hosted a very successful 
Loyalty Day and Awards program on 
Sunday, April 25, 2010 at the Post 
Home.  More than 40 members and 
guests attended the event to honor 
our youth essay and art winners and 
to receive longevity awards for 
continuous VFW or Auxiliary 
membership.  A satisfying lunch was 
served by the Auxiliary after the 
presentations.

 
Commander McGann prepares to present the 

youth essay and art awards. 
 

     This year we had six area youth 
recognized for their efforts. 
     The Voice of Democracy contest 
is for grades 9 through 12 and 
consists of written and oral 
competition.  This year we had two 
winners, Miranda Bishop and 
Alexander Evans, both from 
Chippewa Falls Senior High School.  
Miranda also placed 5th at the 
district level.   
     There were three winners in the 
6th to 8th grade Patriot’s Pen essay 
contest.  Adam Kinnick from Notre 
Dame Middle School, Janay 
Gunderman from the Chippewa Falls 
Middle School and Jia Sue Anderson 
from Liberty Christian School took 
top spots. 
     In addition, this year we had a 
winner in the Auxiliary’s Patriotic 
Art Contest.  Brittney Gladwell’s 
artwork was forwarded to the state 
level for judging. 
 

 
     Each winner received a framed 
certificate, a $50.00 check and a 3 x 
5 foot US Flag. 

 
Youth Essay Awards went to (l-r) Jia Sue 

Anderson, Alexander Evans and Janay 
Gunderman.  The Patriotic Art Award went 

to Brittney Gladwell (r). 
 

     The Auxiliary made several 
longevity pin presentations to their 
members. 
     Post 1038 Quartermaster Leroy 
Jansky stated that there were 36 
members who rated longevity pins 
this year and nine were present to 
receive their pins personally.  The 
remainders will be mailed. 
     Those receiving 5 Year Pins were 
Anna P. Dulian-Mills, John R. 
Fransway, Robin Hamlin, Michael P. 
Hanke, Gary J. Korger, Rene F. 
LaForte, Jr., Timothy S. Moore, Dan 
Nash, Charles Perry, Randal Petska, 
Jr. and Robert M. Pilkin; 10 Year 
Pins were earned by Jeremy 
Krumenauer, Dale E. La Belle, Gary 
C. Misfeldt, and Eric N. Siddons;  15 
Year Pins went to Walter W. Deuel 
Jr, Billy D. Harpole, Lewis L. 
Johnson and Kenneth J. Peloquin; 
one 20 Year Pin to Edgar J. Riley 
and a 25 Year Pin was given to Theo 
J. Wajek; 30 Year Pins went to Leo 
F. Fisher, Thomas R. Fransway, 
Duane C. Geissler, Rodney W. 
Henning, Dean N. Mattison, Larry 
W. Werner and Donald E. West; 35 
Year Pins were awarded to Gale F. 
Engel, Eugene R. Farley, Glen A. 
Robinson and Luke J. Sonsalla; 40 
Year Pins went to Thomas J. Fliehr 
and James M. Moe.  Of special 
mention are members Carl N. 
Krueger with 55 years longevity and 

 
Lester M. Madson with a whopping 
65 years of continuous membership.  
Congratulations go to everyone! 
     In case you are interested, this 
year’s awards add up to 750 years of 
continuous VFW Membership. 
 

Commander’s Call 
April 2010 

 

     Comrades, your 
VFW Post is one 
member away from 
being 100% in 
membership for the 
year 2009-10.  This 
would be a great 

accomplishment if this were to 
happen.  If you have not paid your 
dues, please do so.  More 
importantly, if you know anyone 
who would like to join our post 
please have them fill out an 
application before one of our 
meetings.  Contact Quartermaster 
Jansky (723-0408) for blank 
application forms. 
     We are in a busy season right 
now.  The month of May brings our 
annual Armed Forces Day picnic on 
the 15th and Memorial Day activities 
at the end of the month.  In addition, 
we are planning a yard sale the 13th 
and 14th to benefit the general fund. 
     By the time this newsletter is out 
elections at the post will have taken 
place.  I have been nominated for 
commander again and will accept 
this position if elected.  This will be 
my last year. 
    The Loyalty Day program was 
April 25th at the post.  Many of you 
received letters indicating that you 
would be presented pins.  If you did 
not attend, your pin will be mailed to 
you. 

I look forward to seeing you at 
the meetings or at our other special 
events. 

In Comradeship, 
William M. McGann 

Post 1038 Commander 
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Dear Sisters, 
     Where have these last few 
months gone?  The busier you 
are the faster they fly and we 
have been very busy. 
     We hope the winter was good 
to you all.  Now that spring is 

here everyone has or had the terrible cold that was 
all over town. 
     We have been working hard because Chippewa 
hosted the spring district conference.  It was held at 
Stillson Elementary School.  To do a good job it 
takes lots of work and time.  Lucy and Wanda made 
special name tags and we needed corsages, raffle 
prizes, cancer raffle prizes, things to put in the 
welcoming bags and needed coffee and rolls ready 
for when everyone arrived. 
     It was special to have Department President 
Linda Moran as our representative.  It was a nice 
turnout and compliments on a good job. 
     This year will be coming to an end in June and 
we lost another member, Margaret Cherrier.  That 
means starting in July we need to find three new 
members to remain at 100%.  A very nice surprise 
at the conference was we received fifty dollars for 
our 100% membership for this year. 
     Loyalty Day will be at the end of April.  We 
honor the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
students.  This year we have a student from Chi-Hi, 
Brittney Gladwell, submitting a painting for the 
Patriotic Art Program.  Brittney is the only student 
in the whole district who is participating.  We 
sisters are so proud of her!   
     We had to delay our meeting this month because 
the officers worked at the polls.  So Tuesday will be 
our meeting day and we will be electing officers for 
the next year.  Until then, Albert Einstein said, 
“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.” 
     So remember to “Take Time Out for Veterans.” 

 
Patti Boeve and Ellie Wittrock manned the coffee and rolls at the 

spring conference.  The pastries were made by one of our newsletter 
sponsors, Simply Cakes Bakery. 

 

 
Auxiliary Secretary Audrey Freagon and Treasurer Wanda 

LeaVesseur made sure that every Auxiliary Lady attending the spring 
conference was properly welcomed. 

 
 

2010-2011 Auxiliary Officers 
 

Lucyann LeCleir  President 
Eleanor Wohlbier  Senior Vice President 
Ione Murphy  Junior Vice President 
Audrey Freagon  Secretary 
Wanda LeaVesseur  Treasurer 
Patti Boeve   Chaplain 
Judy Boettcher  Guard 
Ellie Wittrock  Conductress 
Florence Gustavson  Patriotic Advisor 
Lucyann LeCleir  Historian 
Florence Gustavson  Trustee – 1 Year 
Ellie Wittrock  Trustee – 2 Year 
Eleanore Wohlbier  Trustee – 3 Year 

Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 
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Membership Status For 2010 
 

New Members 
 

James C. Lewis, US Army (ret.), Iraq 
Jeffrey A. Long 

Carl B. Perrin, US Army, Iraq 
Dawn T. Anderson 

 

Overall Membership Retention 
 

     As of April 27, 2010, Post 1038 was at 99.48% retention 
compared to last year.  We still have seven members who 
need to renew their annual memberships and if they do we 
will easily surpass our goal of 100% retention for this year.  
If you are an annual member please check your membership 
card to make sure it is for 2010.  If it’s not for this year, 
please send your $25.00 annual dues to VFW Post 1038, PO 
Box 685, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729. 
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Day is done, gone the sun 

from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky. 

All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
Please remember the following comrades from 

Chippewa VFW Post 1038 in your prayers. 
 

�  Clyde F. Heidke, 1/4/10, US Army Air Corp, WWII �  
�  Eugene C. Novotney, Sr., 4/15/10, US Army, Korea�  

     Post 1038 will hold a 
garage sale on May 13th and 
14th, 2010 at the Post Home.  
The proceeds from this event 
will go to the General Fund. 
     We will accept most 
household items in good 
shape and working condition, 
tools, books, video tapes and 
CDs, fishing/hunting and  

like items.  Electronic items must work.  We will not 
accept clothing. 
       The best time to drop items off is between 6:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on May 5th, 10th, 11th or 12th. 
       Contact Quartermaster Leroy Jansky at 723-0408 
if you have any questions. 

Post 1038 
Garage Sale 

 

Summer Meeting Meal Deal 
      
          From 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

   immediately prior to our  
   second Wednesday meet- 
   ings in June, July and 
   August a hamburger meal 
   will be served.  
        The meal is free and for 
   VFW members only.  The 
   menu will consist of grilled 

hamburgers, chips, baked beans and coleslaw.  
Coffee is always free and soda and beer will be 
available.  The dates of these meetings include June 
16th, July 21st and August 18th. 
     Plan to enjoy a great meal and attend a VFW Post 
meeting.  We’d enjoy your company and would like 
to introduce you to our meetings and other activities. 

 

Flag Retirements 
 

     In 2009, Post 1038 retired 436 US flags and since 
2002 has retired a total of 2,383 flags.  The 2009 total 
was the highest since we installed our flag box at city 
hall in downtown Chippewa Falls.  Thanks to Joe, 
Duane and Leroy for conducting the flag retirements. 

Memorial Day Schedule 
 
Sat. May 29th   0800 hrs  Set gravesite flags at 

  Prairie View Cemetery, Lake Hallie 
 

Sun. May 30th   1015 hrs Memorial Service at   
   Bateman Cemetery 
 

Mon. May 31st   0900 hrs  Memorial Service at  
   Prairie View Cemetery 
 

  1015 hrs  Memorial Day Parade,  
  Downtown Chippewa Falls 
 

   1100 hrs  Memorial Service at Band 
  Stand in Irvine Park 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

�   
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 
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201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Leroy Jansky 723-0408, 
Vern Normand 723-6271 
Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
·  Hall rental information 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/09) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/16/09) 

Memorial Day (5/25/09) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/09) 

Independence Day (7/4/09) 
Korean War (7/27/09) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/09) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/09) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/09) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

 
 

206 East Central (715) 723-9526 
Darrell Prince - Owner 

And Chimney Cleaning 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 
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Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 
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     The following essay was submitted by Miranda 
Bishop a Chippewa Falls Senior High School student,t 
as part of the Voice of Democracy competition hosted by 
Post 1038.  Ms. Bishop placed 5th at the District level. 
 

Acknowledge 
By Miranda Bishop 

 

He was of a humble background.  His father couldn’t 
even afford to send him to school for long.  He grew up 
in colonial America, apprenticed to a printer.  He helped 
draft the Declaration of Independence, and signed the 
United States Constitution.  A favorite among the 
French, he helped make allies of them during the 
American Revolution, forcing Britain to spend more 
effort defending its own borders. 

This man, of course, was Benjamin Franklin.  
Looking back over our nation’s history, Benjamin 
Franklin would be immediately placed among America’s 
elite.  America’s heroes.  And it doesn’t take long to find 
others like Franklin who are equally deserving of the 
same title.  George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Patrick Henry… The list is 
endless. 

What defines a hero?  What is it that causes these 
men to be instantly labeled as such?  What is shared in 
their life stories that allow them to leave such powerful 
legacies, ones that have lasted for decades, even 
centuries, after their deaths? 

Perhaps the correct answer is simply the most 
obvious one: each and every one of these influential men 
were intensely dedicated to The United States of 
America.  But their dedication did not stop at mere 
feelings; their loyalty spurred them to action.  Refusing 
to stand by and let events proceed without interference, 
these heroes that saturate our nation’s history proved 
their commitment a hundredfold.  They fought for 
independence, held our country strong through war, and 
stood for our universal beliefs, whether we wanted to 
listen or not. 

Wondering if America still has heroes is, in fact, a 
legitimate question.  The courageous Americans that are 
fighting even now in Iraq and Afghanistan are receiving 
less credit and admiration for their devotion and sacrifice 
than soldiers of the past. In August of 2005, The New 
York Times published an article titled “Where are the 
War heroes?”  This article calls to light the issue of 
heroism and the lack of thereof in our current society.  In 
the days of World War II, soldiers were memorialized, 
living or dead, for the things they did on the front.  Such 
sentiments are tragically absent today, perhaps because 
we hear the stories of the raids, the fights, the suicide 

bombers… But stories of the good that happens are not 
commonly told. 

The question that remains is this: does this lack of 
information mean that heroes are a thing of the past?  I 
strongly believe that the answer to this question is no. 

On Friday, October 2nd, 2009, a brave soldier in 
Afghanistan was killed while on patrol in an explosion 
set off by a suicide bomber.  He was on his second tour 
of duty.  He was thirty-two year sold.  His passion: 
providing clean, fresh water to impoverished people and 
their villages.  And he died, fighting for his country and 
his cause in Afghanistan. 

I now ask you this:  How is this man’s sacrifice 
different from the sacrifices made by our founding 
fathers?  Was his commitment to his nation any different 
than the commitment held by a colonial minuteman in 
the Revolutionary War?  Were not all soldiers in 
America’s history fighting for the same thing?  If this is 
true, what is it that makes a World War II veteran a hero, 
if fighting in today’s battles is not? 

The existence of heroes is not dependent on whether 
or not they are acknowledged. 

Imagine what would happen if we lost the 
appreciation for those who fight for everything we hold 
so dear, everything we take for granted.  We owe our 
soldiers everything. 

Heroes exist.  They are not hard to find.  We must 
simply view the world with open eyes and open hearts, 
prepared to recognize and be grateful for them. 

America, of course we still have heroes. 
 

ARNG 724th Breakfast 
 

      This last February, Chippewa Post 1038 and Altoona 
Post 10405 teamed up to provide breakfast for Army 
National Guard members at the Chippewa Falls Armory.  
Scrambled eggs, French toast, sausage, biscuits and 
gravy, coffee and juice were served.  The 724th is now 
deployed to Iraq for about one year.  Costs of the 
breakfast were reimbursed by a National VFW grant. 
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���  Post 1038 Events Calendar ���  
May 2010 

 

04 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. Rutledge Charity 
05 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
13-14 Thrift Sale at Post Home 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
15 Armed Forces Day Family Cookout at Post 

4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
19 Post & Auxiliary Installation 7:00 p.m. 
27-29 Buddy Poppy Distribution at Area Retail Stores 
31 Memorial Day Activities (see page 4 for details) 

 

June 2010 
01 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. Rutledge Charity 
02 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
16 Burger Night (members only) 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m.   
23-26 VFW State Convention - Milwaukee 

 

July 2010 
06 Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m., Rutledge Charity 
07 Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
21 Burger Night (members only) 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 

Also posted at www.vfwpost1038.org 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

 

8th Annual 
Armed Forces Day Cookout 

Saturday, May 15th, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
 

Other Refreshments Available 

 

 

Family Event 
You may bring your 

children, grandchildren, 
parents, brothers and 
sisters.  We have also 
invited drilling Army 

National Guard members 
for dinner. 

MENU:  Hamburgers, Brats, Hot 
Dogs, Chips, Coleslaw, Potato 

Salad, Desert, Coffee and 
Lemonade.  COST:  Donation 


