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Meetings: 
1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 Six Time Award Winning Newsletter 

We Support Our Troops 

                      Commander’s Call 
                      April, 2009  

 

                                       I will start this Commander’s 
                                 Call off with a request.  Please  
                                 make sure you look at the  
                                 activities listed in the post news,  
                                 and make every effort to come.  I 
especially hope you had a chance to attend our Loyalty 
Day activity on the 26th of April.  This activity is designed 
to express our loyalty to country, and to salute all those 
who have accumulated service in the VFW in five year 
increments.  Please make the effort to come to one of our 
special events. 
     Memorial Day is a little over a month away, and that 
means our annual Buddy Poppy Drive.  The funds that we 
receive from our Buddy Poppy Drive are used for 
donations to directly aid veterans, for education 
scholarships, and for any donation to a national or state 
VFW fund.  This is the money that gave our Veterans 
Assistance Program folks dinner at Christmas, helped 
purchase breakfast for the 829th Engineer Company, and 
helped purchase sundries for our hospitalized veterans at 
the Minneapolis VA Hospital.  As you can see it is our 
most important fund.  We do our best work through this 
fund.  We need your help this year to distribute Buddy 
Poppies.  We distribute them at Wal-Mart, Shopko, Mega 
Foods, K-Mart, and both Gordy’s locations.  Please 
contact the post to sign up for helping to distribute 
poppies.  It is our obligation for all of us to help build this 
important fund. 
     Elections are being held this month, and as of this 
article they are a few days away.  I have been nominated to 
serve as commander again, and will gladly accept if 
elected. 
     On January 27th of this year we lost Quartermaster 
Clarence Fagner.  Clarence was a very special and talented 
man.  His proficiency at record keeping are legendary.  
During the fifties he was stationed in Ladstul Germany, 
and hw rewrote the record keeping operational procedures 
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Welcome New Members 
 

�  Terry L. King, USN, Vietnam  ��� �  
�  Tonya C. Lovelace, ARNG, Iraq  ��� �  

Armed Forces Day Cookout is 
Saturday, May 16th 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Post Home.  Bring the family! 

 

 

for the military hospital there.  This earned him honors 
from his superiors.  Clarence served as quartermaster for 
the VFW and as secretary-treasurer for the Patriotic 
Council of Chippewa Falls for many years.  The effort 
that he put forth in record keeping has contributed directly 
to their success. Clarence will be missed by all. 
     Thank you for all you have done for the VFW this 
year, and all that you have done for your country. 

 
In Comradeship, 

 
William M. McGann 

Post 1038 Commander 

Post Adopts Local Guard Unit 
 

     It began several months ago, but on March 27, 2009, 
VFW Post 1038 and its Auxiliary officially adopted the 
Wisconsin Army National Guard’s 829th Engineer 
Company headquartered at the Chippewa Falls Armory.  
There are also elements of the 829th located in Ashland 
and Richland Center. 
     Post 1038 has for several years supported Guard Units 
training at the armory.  In the past, we helped support the 
families of the 264th Engineer Group while they were 
deployed, when they returned in 2005 and even provided a 
Christmas dinner for them in 2007 at the armory. 
     We have now made a larger commitment by adopting a 

Continued on Page 7 
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Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building – Downtown 

Chippewa Falls 
 

Ladies Auxiliary News 
 

     The end of the year is fast approaching.  April is a busy 
month.  Our Auxiliary needs to elect and install the officers 
for the next year.  The District also has to elect new officers 
and install them at the next meeting on May 9th. 
     Our big Loyalty Day Program was held on Sunday, April 
26th.  The VOD and Patriot’s Pen students received their 
awards.  Our sisters received their membership pins as 
follows:  5 year pin to Ellie Wittrock; 10 year pins to 
Margaret Cherrier, Janice Crowell and Connie Rygiel; 40 
year pins to Gertude Roach, Alyda Krecji and Delores 
Frederick Larsen.  Congratulations sisters and thank you for 
being so faithful to your Auxiliary. 
     The Auxiliary donated fifty travel mugs and coaster sets to 
the veterans at Klein Hall and another seventy-five to the VA 
Clinic.  They were given to us with the request they go to 
veterans. 
     Our adopted veteran, Stan Meier, received his Easter treats 
and wished all the ladies a Happy Easter and a big thank you 
for all the gifts he receives.  Stan is at the Chippewa Manor.  
If your are there for some reason, stop in and say hello for the 
Auxiliary. 
     Some recent Auxiliary activities include serving ice cream 
and cookies at the Post spaghetti dinner.  We also delivered 
rulers to the fifth graders so they could have them for 
Presidents Day.  We received very nice thank you cards from 
all the Parkview students.  They are fun to read. 
     Visits were made to Ione Murphy at the Wissota Springs 
Aassisted Living and Gertrude Roach at the Rutledge Home.  
Both ladies are doing well and enjoy people visiting. 
     We donated $75.00 to the Salvation Army Food Pantry 
and collected food items every three months. 
     The National Cancer Chairman had a cancer fund raiser 
this year called,  “Ten cents a day.”  We collected coins at 
each meeting and made a total of $100.00. 
     People weren’t doing a good job of donating cookies at 
the District meetings that go to the VA Hospital in 
Minneapolis or Tomah.  So at the last District meeting, the 
ladies decided to send checks instead and let the hospitals 
purchase their own cookies.  We hope this works better. 
     Next month Buddy Poppy days will take place.  If you 
can’t spare a few hours to volunteer please say hello and 
make a donation to the workers who are out there. 
     We lost one member this year, Phyllis Peterson, a 21 year 
member.  Our sympathies go to her family. 
     Also to our good friend Clarence Fagner and to his family, 
we offer prayers on the loss of their husband and father. 

Your 2009-2010 Auxiliary Officers 
 

President  Lucyann LeCleir 
Senior Vice Pres  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Junior Vice Pres  Ione Murphy 
Secretary  Audrey Freagon 
Treasurer  Wanda LeaVesseur 
Chaplain  Shirley Herman 
Guard   Judy Boettcher 
Conductress  Ellie Wittrock 
Patriotic Advisor  Florence Gustavson 
Historian  Lucyann LeCleir 
Trustee-1st Yr  Eleanor Wohlbier 
Trustee-2nd Yr  Florence Gustavson 
Trustee-3rd Yr  Ellie Wittrock 

 

     It has been a year of “Live Well, Love Much and Laugh 
Often.”  Let’s hope we have all been able to do each of 
them.  Lastly, elections were held and the results noted 
below. 

Post Members Deployed 
 

     Three members of Post 1038, currently stationed at 
Fort Bliss, Texas, will deploy to Iraq with soldiers of the 
32nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team in the next few 
weeks.   
     Please keep Post 1038 members Jacob Stafford, 
Deric Bilgrien and Mike Hanke in your thoughts and 
prayers during their deployment. 
     We hope to have updates from them occasionally. 

Supermarket of Veterans Benefits 
 

     Mark your calendar to visit the Supermarket of 
Veterans Benefits and Job Fair at the Eau Claire 
County Exposition Center, 5530 Fairview Drive in 
Eau Claire on June 4th from Noon to 7:00 p.m. and 
June 5th from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. 
     This is a free one-stop-shop benefits exposition for 
veterans and family members of deployed troops. 
     Learn and obtain information about various 
benefits available to veterans.  Bring your DD-214 if 
you plan to apply for benefits. 

How to start a fight: 
    My wife sat down on the couch next to me as I was 
flipping channels.  She asked, "What's on TV?"  I said, 
"Dust." 
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Help Support Your Post…$$$$ 
Purchase Gift Cards 

 

     Help support your Post and Department by ordering gift 
cards through our VFW sponsored gift card service.  A 
percentage of each sale is forwarded to the Post each 
quarter.  All it takes is some advance planning so you have 
the cards when you need them.  Shipping is free many 
months and for orders of $400.00 or more.  Make sure to 
specify Post 1038 on your form or when asked.  Call 800-
514-1891 or go to vfwgiftcards.com.  Purchases are made 
through your checking account. 
 

Local Merchant Cards Available  
 

Kwik Trip Applebees Red Robin Kmart 
Holiday  Arbys  Subway  Kohl’s 
BP Gas  Burger King Texas Roadhouse 
Exxon/Mobile Red Lobster Wendys Target 
Gander Mt Olive Garden Border’s Sears 
Copps  Dominoes Blockbuster Shopko 
Menards KFC  Fashion Bug WalMart 
Office Max Pizza Hut JC Penney Payless 

 

 

1-800-514-1891 

vfwgiftcards.com 

Clarence E. Fagner 
Nov. 8, 1927 to Jan. 27, 2009 

 

     This past January we lost our 
Quartermaster for the last seven 
years, Clarence E. Fagner.  He 
died peacefully at home with his 
family close by his side. 
Clarence also served as Post 1038 
Commander for two terms (1997- 
1999).  He received at least three White Hat awards 
during his tenure as Commander and Quartermaster.  For 
more than 12 years and until his death, he was the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Chippewa Falls Patriotic 
Council.  In that position he coordinated Military Funeral 
Honors and many of the patriotic events such as 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day each year.  
     A memorial service was held at our Post Home on 
Sunday, February 8, 2009 with about 60 persons 
attending.  The Rev. Robert Hoeskstra officiated at the 
memorial service.  Military Funeral Honors were 
rendered after the service by the Chippewa Falls Patriotic 
Council. 
     Clarence E. Fagner retired from the regular Army in 
February 1969 after 23 years of service.  He was a 
veteran who served in the European Occupation Forces 
immediately after the end of WW2.  Clarence had five 
brothers who served during WW2, one of whom, 
Howard Fagner, was killed during the Battle of the Bulge 
at age 19.  It was probably this fact that prompted 
Clarence to serve his country for 23 years and for 40 
years thereafter to serve other veterans in organizations 
such as the VFW, American Legion, AMVETS, and the 
Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council. 
     Clarence was devoted to his family, his country and 
the mission of local Veterans Service Organizations.  We 
will miss him dearly and thank him for his advance 
preparations that have seen us through these last few 
months of transition. 
     A few weeks before Clarence passed away, he 
resigned his Quartermaster’s position and transferred all 
records to the Post.  To fill the vacant position, Leroy 
Jansky resigned as Chaplain and was elected 
Quartermaster and Matt Spitzmacher was nominated and 
then elected as Chaplain. 
     We pray that God will tenderly hold Clarence in his 
hands and care for him for all eternity. 

 

Electric Scooter Available 
 

     Last year the Post received a new electric scooter from 
a local veteran’s family.  The Post would like to provide 
free use of the scooter for three month periods.  We will 
deliver the scooter to a Post member or other needy 
veteran in the immediate Chippewa Falls area. 
     This electric scooter is for outside use and has blinkers, 

 

horn and basket.  
Sorry, no boom box!  
     This is the perfect 
device to get 
someone having 
difficulty walking 
out for summer 
strolls around the 
neighborhood.  For 
information contact, 
Quartermaster Leroy 
Jansky (723-0408). 

How to start a fight: 
     A woman was standing in looking in the bedroom mirror. 
She is not happy with what she sees and says to her husband, 
'I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really need you to 
pay me a compliment.' 
     The husband replies, 'Your eyesight's darn near perfect.' 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
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Your 2009 – 2010 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

   Commander:  William M. McGann 
   Sr. Vice Cmdr: Daniel A. Stafford  
   Jr. Vice Cmdr: Porter P. Popple 
   Quartermaster: Leroy G. Jansky 
   Chaplin:  Jodi M. Jolicoeur 
   Judge Advocate: Michael P. Hanke 
   Surgeon:  Dr. Peter J. Cochrane 
   Service Officer: Walter F. Wohlbier 
   Adjutant:  Thomas Zutter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 
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201 E. Canal Str eet 
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Leroy Jansky 723-0408, 
Vern Normand 723-6271, or 

Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post activities and calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
·  Hall rental information 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/09) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/16/09) 

Memorial Day (5/25/09) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/09) 

Independence Day (7/4/09) 
Korean War (7/27/09) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/09) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/09) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/09) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

�
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertise Here 
For Just 

$25.00 per Year 

 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 

��������	
����
������	������ 	
	

�������	���
��	������	
Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	
����	�� ��	!���"���	
Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

	

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 
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��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  
Day is done, gone the sun 

from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky. 

All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
Please remember the following comrades from 

Chippewa VFW Post 1038 in your prayers. 
 

� Verlyn K. Molle, 2/27/09, US Army, Berlin �  
�  Jack Brenner, 2/17/09, US Navy, WW2, Korea �  
� Clarence E. Fagner, 1/27/09, US Army, WW2 �  

The Eagle Has Landed 
 

     Right before the cold weather set in last fall, 
member Verlyn Molle and his wife Helen sold their 
home and had to move quickly to a hotel while 
their new home was being completed.  They had 
several garage sales before the move and donated a 
nicely painted, concrete eagle to the Post Home that 
once graced their landscaping. 
     Dan Stafford and Leroy Jansky moved the bird 
to the landscaped area in front of the Post Home 
about 20 feet east of the flagpole. 
     Leroy and Verlyn had talked several years ago 
about buying one for the Post from some place near 
Rhinelander but this worked out much better. 
     Unfortunately, Verlyn passed away 
unexpectedly on February 27th.  He was an active 
member and a few years ago helped haul and place 
the landscaping rocks were the eagle is now 
perched.  We are grateful to Verlyn and Helen for 
their thoughtful donation. 

 

Dam Bar Open House 
 

     For the tenth time, the Beauchaine Family is 
hosting a Memorial Day open house and dinner at 
their business located at 353 E. Canal St., in 
Chippewa Falls.  At the Dam Bar on May 25th the 
meal is free at 5:00 p.m. for patrons and tap beer is 
on the house for veterans, active duty service 
personnel and Gold Star Parents from 3:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 
     Come visit with your 
fellow veterans and say 
thanks to Duane, Sharon 
and the Beauchaine family 
on Monday, May 25, 2009.  

 

Flagpoles Need Replacing 
 

     Your Post has pledged $500.00 toward replacing the six 
flagpoles at the Veterans Memorial at the Chippewa 
County Courthouse.  Two of the fiberglass poles have 
already snapped off and have been temporarily repaired by 
courthouse maintenance staff.  Buddy Poppy monies will 
be used to help fund this project. 
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Support the Families of Deployed Troops 
 

     Since your Post has adopted the ARNG 829th Engineer 
Company, we plan to support them and their families during 
deployment and we need your help to do just that. 
     Do you have a skill or talent you can share to assist the 
families of our deployed troops?  We can allow our 
deployed troops to concentrate on their mission and not 
worry about minor problems back home. 
     According to their commanders, they will be more likely 
to come home safely if they stay mission orientated. 
     To this end, Post 1038 plans to develop a list of 
volunteers with useful talents to assist families who may 
have a difficult time with home maintenance and other 
chores.  The District also has some funds available through 
its own Military Assistance Program. 
     Contact Commander Bill McGann (379-1992) for more 
information. 

From Page 1 Guard Unit Adopted 
 

deployed unit.  Prior to the official adoption, we invited 
Guard members to Post events when they coincided with 
training weekends.  Recently we hosted a breakfast, along 
with Altoona Post 10405 our partner in the adoption.  Then 
on February 6th we assisted in planning the troop send-off 
at the Chippewa Falls Middle School for the combined 
company on February 18th. 
     We hope to become involved with the 829th’s Family 
Readiness Group (FRG) so when they or individual 
members need assistance we can be of help.  To that end, 
the Post, along with American Legion Post 77 and 
AMVETS Post 32, purchased 55 Blue Star Service 
Banners for the immediate families of the deployed troops. 
     This is just a start, however.  We need to do more to 
promote troop support activities for this coming year.  We 
hope that more of our members can become involved in 
the Post’s adoption activities. 
     Our annual Buddy Poppy drive held immediately before 
Memorial Day takes on a greater importance this year than 
ever before.  The Post does not have many sources of 
income to conduct troop support activities but we can use 
Poppy proceeds for this type of activity.  We hope our 
members will actively support this effort when asked. 

 
Dan Stafford of Post 1038( background) and Allan Olkives 
work the grill at our breakfast for the 829th Eng. Co. 

 
Commander McGann serves breakfast to those who serve. 

Where is Your Buddy Poppy 
Money Used? 

 

     This year we have plenty of uses for 
Our Buddy Poppy proceeds.  Actually, we 
Have too many uses for the amount donated 
during a normal year.  You may not  
realize it but 100% of Poppy funds are 
used for veterans relief and that of their 
families.  In addition, we can use Relief 
Funds for memorials and to support 
certain patriotic/educational activities 
such as the VFW Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
contest awards.  The Post and Auxiliary typically disburse 
several thousand dollars a year in support of veterans 
related programs. 
     This year, we plan to help purchase new flag-poles for 
the County Veterans Memorial and to support activities 
associated with our adopted military unit, the Wisconsin 
ARNG 829th Engineer Company.   
     To summarize, we need extra help this year because of 
several special projects.  So we’ve enclosed a VFW Buddy 
Poppy for you and hope you use the enclosed envelope to 
send a small donation to support our Relief Fund.  For the 
price of a postage stamp and a dollar or two we will meet 
our goals.  Thank you in advance for your donations. 
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���  Post 1038 Special Events Calendar ���  
May 2009 

5th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
6th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

9th – Dist. 9 Spring Conference - Altoona 
16th – Armed Forces Day Cookout, Post Home from 5:00 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Familys Welcome! 
20th - Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m 

21st-23rd – Annual Buddy Poppy Drive – Area Stores 
24th – Set gravesite flags.  Prairie View Cemetery 8:00 a.m. 

 
June 2009 

2nd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
3rd – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

25th-27th – Dept. Conference, Eau Claire 
 

July 2009 
1st – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

7th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
15th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of Post events. 

7th Annual Armed Forces 
Day Cookout 

Don’t Miss It This Year! 
Saturday, May 16th 

5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
This is a family event at the Post Home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
     Breakfast was served to members of the ARNG 829th Eng. 
Co. by Posts 1038 and 10405 on February 6th at the armory. 

 
     Commander William McGann was stationed  
at Gordy’s County Store in Chippewa Falls to 
sell VFW State Raffle tickets back in early 
February.  This was the first time that the Post got 
to keep some of the raffle proceeds from the state 
raffle.  He did quite well as did others who 

Photo Finish For January Through March, 2009 


