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Meetings: 
1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 Five Time Award Winning Newsletter 

We Support Our Troops 

                      Commander’s Call 
                      April 2008  

 

                                  I sincerely hope that everyone had 
                               a great Easter holiday.  There is not 
                               much to report this time.  We remain  
                               one member short of 100% retention,  
                               and I would like to get that taken care 
of soon. 
     Our Loyalty Day program on April 27th should be a 
well attended event.  We have a lot of members receiving 
service awards, and we have one of the finest Voice of 
Democracy and Patriots Pen essay classes we have ever 
had.  This should be a terrific event, and make sure you 
come. 
     We will be having a yard sale, and brat-burger feed on 
the 16th and 17th of May at the post home.  If you have 
an item to donate to the yard sale get in touch with either 
myself (379-1992) or Dan Stafford (861-3549).  All 
proceeds from this yard sale will go to the Veterans 
Assistance Program at Klein Hall on the old northern 
center campus.  One of our newest members is the 
Chippewa Falls VAP director Phil Sarazen, and also 
several members work and volunteer there as well. 
     Finally, nominations were held the meeting on April 
20th.  The installation of Post and Auxiliary officers will 
be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 21st at the Post 
Home. 

William M. McGann 
Post Commander 
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Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
Celebrates Golden Anniversary 

 

     On January 29th, the Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 
celebrated its 50th anniversary at the American Legion 
Hall in Chippewa Falls. 
     According to records held by current council 
secretary-treasurer Clarence Fagner, the council was 
organized in 1958 and has participated in many parades 
and dedications throughout the city and county.  
Notably, the council participated in dedicating the 
Veteran’s Memorial Bridge and the Veteran’s Memorial 
located at the Chippewa County Courthouse. 

     William Volker of Pederson-Volker Funeral 
Chapel presents a photo of the American Cemetery at 
Omaha Beach, France to William McGann, Council 

     Most of the council’s activities are centered on 
providing gravesite Military Funeral Honors for all 
veterans of which they conduct 40 or more per year.  In 
addition, the council promotes the Memorial Day Parade 
and various memorial services on that day, sets gravesite 
flags prior to Memorial Day, arranges Veterans Day 
activities at area schools, and serves as a color guard at 
many local activities and parades. 

Continued on page 2 

Welcome New Members 
 

��� �  Phillip D. Sarazen ��� �  
��� �  Justin C. Young ��� �  

 

     Post 1038 membership is at 99.49% or one member 
short of 100% compared to last year.  We hope to grow 
well past 200 members but we need help.  Ask your 
friends who served in combat to join our post. 
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     Your Auxiliary Ladies spent the holiday season very 
busy. 
     In October Lucy LeCleir, Audrey Freagon and Wanda 
LeaVesseur helped Gertrude Roach celebrate her 96th 
birthday. Gert has now moved to the Rutledge Home and 
would enjoy a visit from any of the ladies. 
     In November five ladies rang bells for the Salvation 
Army. We thought November would be better than 
December.  Wrong guess- it was very windy and cold 
that day. 
     Lucy and Wanda spent an afternoon buying items for 
the Veterans Assistance Program. They went on a tour of 
the building and the items, when delivered, were very 
much appreciated. 
     The following month they went to the area nursing 
homes to see all the veterans and delivered to each a 
candy cane, card and money. The Veterans are pleased 
when someone stops by to visit. 
     The Auxiliary ladies had their Christmas Party at the 
Airport on December 4th.  We a very nice turn out and 
exchanged some nice gifts.  Each lady received a surprise 
gift bag of goodies and had a delicious lunch. A good 
time was had by all. 
     Audrey Freagon visited and delivered Christmas gifts 
to our adopted veteran, Stan Meier, at the Chippewa 
Manor. 
     Ladies, our Membership has been 100% for the last 
few years and we even added a number of new members 
this year. We have to thank Florence Gustavson for 
bringing in her three daughters, Judy Peck, Diane 
Gustavson and Marilyn Welling.  We are so happy to 
have the ladies join us. 
     Remember ladies, through a "Tradition of Caring" our 
"Wisconsin Auxiliaries are serving Veterans." 

 

Auxiliary Meetings  
First Tuesday of Each Month at 1:00 p.m. 
Rutledge Charity Building - Downtown  

     The current council commander is William 
McGann, representing VFW Post 1038.  Council 
commanders normally serve for two years and the 
position rotates through the five different veterans 
service organizations headquartered in Chippewa 
Falls. 
     The council membership includes American 
Legion Post 77, VFW Post 1038, VVA Chapter 92, 
DAV Chapter 21, AMVETS Post 32 and their 
Auxiliaries.  Previous council members included the 
Catholic War Veterans and the WW1 Barracks which 
are no longer units. 
     The Patriotic Council has an excellent working 
relationship with both funeral chapels in town.  The 
directors of both were in attendance at the anniversary 
dinner.  Mike Horan and Horan Funeral Home made a 
monetary donation to the council and William Volker 
presented the council with a framed photograph he 
took of the American Cemetery at Omaha Beach in 
France.  He had also collected several pebbles from 
the beach and had them cut to fit at the bottom of the 
photo.  The artwork is dedicated to the Patriotic 
Council and to Arnold Pederson, who recently passed 
away. 

Patriotic Council – From page 1 

 

 

Ladies 
Auxiliary 
members 
helped 

Gertrude 
Roach 

celebrate 
her 96th 
birthday. 

Stan 
Meier, 

who now 
resides at 

the 
Chippewa 
Mannor 
holds his 
surprise 
bag of 

goodies. 

THRIFT SALE 
VFW POST 1038 

Friday, May 16th   8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17th   8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

All profits donated to the Veteran’s Assistance Program 
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��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  
Day is done, gone the sun 

from the lake, from the hill, 
from the sky. 

All is well, safely rest.  God is nigh. 
Thanks and praise for our days 
‘neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, 

‘neath the sky. 
As we go, this we know.  God is nigh. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �   Taps ��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
�  Arnold C. Pedersen, US Army, WWII, 1/26/08 �  
�  Donald C. Christorf, US Army, WWII, 4/9/08 �  
�  Todd E. Andersen, USMC, Vietnam, 4/10/08 �  
�  David R. Redard, US Army, Korea, 4/15/08 �  
 � Gerald E. Mayer, US Army, Korea, 4/21/08 �  

 

Please remember these comrades in your prayers 

National Veterans Care Committee  
 

    Past Post Commander Leroy Jansky attended the 
National Veterans Care Committee meeting in Washington 
D.C. on March 6, 2008 as a member of the committee. 
    Both Jansky, and members of the Wisconsin Delegation, 
attended a joint senate/house hearing on veterans issues.  
Visits were made to all Wisconsin’s legislative offices. 

Donations Needed for Lawn Tractor 
 

  For many years Casper 
Krumenauer, who lived 
across the highway from 
our Post Home, mowed 
the lawn with his lawn 
tractor.  When he passed  

away two years ago that luxury ended and two members 
have hauled their mowers to the post to do the work. 
     We now want to buy the post a lawn tractor and have 
the storage space.  We have $550.00 donated so far and 
could use about $450.00 more.  Please send donations to 
Quartermaster Fagner (723-0048) if you can help. 

 

Post Member Spends College Winter 
Break Helping Others 

 
     Greetings, from a place much warmer than 
Wisconsin in January; St Lucia, located in the West 
Indies!  My name is Jodi Jolicoeur, and the puppies 
name is Hope.  I am a member of post 1038 of 
Chippewa Falls, and I would like to share with you my 
adventure. 
 

 
Post member Jodi Jolicoeur and housing she worked   

on this last winter in St. Lucia. 
 

     I traveled with a group to St. Lucia, with an 
organization called Good News.  Their mission is to 
send volunteers like myself, on Humanitarian trips.  The 
main thing we did on our trip was to build three houses.  
These homes are made of plywood and consist of six 
windows and two doors.  The building of these small 
structures is difficult, because St. Lucia is only 27 miles 
long and 14 miles wide, with a mountainous terrain.  
Therefore, if you fear heights, the building site may not 
be for you.  
     The climate is nice independent of which activity 
you decide to go on, because it is mild temperatures all 
year round.  Bring sun block; you are closer to the 
equator!  Some of the activities volunteers have to 
choose from include visits to non-profit organizations 
such as, a girls day school, a boys training center, a long 
term care facility, and a child care center, just to name a 
few.  The group of people I went with was wonderful.  
We worked together during the day, and played 
together at night.  We participated in a talent show, 
dinning out, a boat trip, and swimming in the ocean 
after we returned from the job sites. 
     This is a trip I would encourage anyone to go on, 
that is up for an adventure! 

For information contact Good News Project! 
(715) 843-5985 www.goodnewswi.com 

The VFW is a service organization.  We would 
be glad to print other stories about our members 

helping others.  Contact ljansky@charter.net. 
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 
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THRIFT SALE 
VFW POST 1038 

Friday, May 16th   8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17th   8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

All profits donated to the Veteran’s Assistance Program 
Chippewa Falls  

 

Your 2007 – 2008 
Chippewa Post 1038 Officers 

 

Commander:     William M. McGann 
Sr. Vice Cmdr:    Robin A. Hamlin 
Jr. Vice Cmdr:     Dale R. McGraw 

Quartermaster:     Clarence E. Fagner 
Chaplin:     Leroy G. Jansky 

Judge Advocate:     Daniel A. Stafford 
Surgeon:     Walter F. Wohlbier 

Service Officer:     Walter F. Wohlbier 
Adjutant:     Thomas Zutter 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     BERNIE             ZUTTER 

 
 
 
 

 

1-800-401-SEED �  715-879-5877 �  715-879-5556 
308 Railroad Ave., Elk Mound, Wisconsin 54739 

E-mail:  sales@megabuckfoodplot.com 
 

Elk Mound Seed 
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201 E. Canal Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI 

(715) 723-9905 
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US Flags 
 

High quality, sewn nylon 
flags with embroidered 
stars.  You won't find a 

better deal anywhere else. 
 

Purchase your US Flags from: 
 

Clarence Fagner 723-0048, 
Vern Normand 723-6271, or 

Dale Peterson 723-7550 

www.vfwpost1038.org 
 

Visit our website to get up to date 
information on: 

 

·  Post 1038 membership 
·  Post activities calendar updates 
·  Current Post Officers 
·  Auxiliary information 
·  Deceased members listing 
·  Youth programs information 
·  Chippewa Falls Patriotic Council 

FLAG DISPLAY DAYS  
 

Police Officers Memorial Day (5/15/07) Half Staff 
Armed Forces Day (5/19/07) 

Memorial Day (5/28/07) Half Staff Till Noon 
Flag Day (6/14/07) 

Independence Day (7/4/07) 
Korean War (7/27/07) Half Staff 
Patriots Day (9/11/07) Half Staff 

Veterans Day (11/11/07) 
Pearl Harbor Day (12/07/07) Half Staff 

 

SERVICE FLAG DISPLAY ORDER  
(left to right display) 

Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard 

�
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Businesses Supporting This Newsletter And 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1038 

Depend on them for services! 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
9 West Columbia Street 

Chippewa Falls, WI  54729 
Owners:  Steve Radke and Jim Altman 

��������	
����
������	������ 	
	

�������	���
��	������	
Downtown Chippewa Falls, Lake Wissota, and 

Birch Street in Eau Claire	
����	�� ��	!���"���	
Downtown Chippewa Falls and Lake Wissota 

	
PedersonPedersonPedersonPederson~~~~Volker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral ChapelVolker Funeral Chapel    

44E. Columbia St., Chippewa Falls 
715-723-4649                pedersonvolker.com 

W illiam R. Volker, Owner &  Funeral D irector 
Stacy Pickerign, Funeral D irector 

Proud to be locally owned and operated in Chippewa Falls … 
Offering complete funeral & cremation 

arrangements and pre-planning services. 

24-Hour Service -- Free Estimates  

 

(715) 723-9526 
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WWII Historical Notes 
Believe it or not! 

 

     The youngest US Serviceman was 12 year old 
Calvin Graham, USN.  He was wounded and given 
a Dishonorable Discharge for lying about his age.  
His benefits were later restored by an act of 
Congress. 
 
     At the time of Pearl Harbor, the top US navy 
Command was called CINCUS (pronounced “sink 
us”), the shoulder patch of the Army’s 45th 
Infantry Division was the Swastika, and Hitler’s 
private train was named “Amerika”.  All three 
were soon changed for obvious public relations 
purposes. 

75th Anniversary Coin Sale 
 

    We still have a few 7th Post 1038 Anniversary coins 
available for sale.  The discounted price is $5.00.  A 
clear plastic case is an additional $1.00. 
    Contact Quartermaster Fagner (723-0048) if you wish 
to purchase a coin or stop by a meeting to pick one up. 

 

After the concert, attend the Post 1038 
cook-out on May 17th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

This event is for members and family 
members. 

Electric Scooter Donation 
 

     The family of Lynn H. Sloan has donated an 
electric scooter to VFW Post 1038 for use by 
needy veterans.  The scooter was used very little 
and is in like new condition.  Joe Wittrock and 
Willie Klemke picked the scooter up from 
Lynnann Smith, Lynn Sloan’s daughter. 
     We are great full to the Sloan Family for their 
donation and they should know that the scooter has 
already been loaned out to one of our members.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This 3-wheel scooter is for both indoor and 
outdoor use.  It weighs about 200 pounds, has a 
maximum speed of 5.6 mph, and a range of up to 
25 miles depending on the terrain and battery 
charge.  The scooter will be loaned out by the 
quartermaster for six month periods with renewal 
for like periods.  We also have an electric 
wheelchair available for a smaller person to use. 
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Why I am an American Patriot 
By Jasper T. Arneberg 

 
VFW District 9 

First Place Patriot’s Pen Winner 
 

     Webster defines a patriot as “one who loves his 
country and zealously supports is authority and 
interests.”  But I believe being an American patriot 
means more than that.  An American Patriot is 
someone who stands up for freedom, justice, and the 
other principles for which our forefathers founded this 
nation.  It is someone who is willing to protect those 
beliefs.  It is someone who is willing to make sacrifices 
for the safety and well-being of America.  It is 
someone who respects our nation and its 
administration. 
     Why am I an American patriot?  I am because I 
believe in freedom for everyone who doesn’t abuse it.  
I believe in the freedom of religion that allows us to 
practice any religion that we choose.  I believe in the 
freedom of speech and of the press.  I believe in the 
freedom of the right to bear arms.  I believe in justice 
and that it is the only way to achieve peace.  I believe 
in these philosophies and I am willing to defend these 
views. 

The Sloan Family recently donated an electric scooter to 
Post 1038 for use by any needy veteran.  Below is some 

interesting information about Lynn Sloan. 
 

Sergeant Lynn H. Sloan 
Company C – 19th Engineers Regiment 

United States Army 
 

     Lynn Sloan enlisted in the United States Army on 
January 13, 1942.  He was shipped to Camp Grant in 
Illinois for a week and then to Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri where he went through basic training. 
     He sailed to Belfast, Ireland aboard the “Queen Mary”.  
After additional training his company arrived in North 
Africa.  Lynn’s company participated in the invasion of 
North Africa on November 8, 1942, and patrolled the 
railroad line to prevent enemy infiltration and sabotage. 
     In January 1943 they moved on to Tunisia via truck 
convoy and battled mud, mines, booby traps, bombed out 
roads and bridges. 
     The 19th Engineers were involved in the Battle of 
Kasserine Pass and were driven back by the well trained 
German armored forces.  Lynn’s unit became scattered 
and when he emerged from his foxhole he needed to 
rejoin American forces knowing only to travel north 
toward Tebessa.  He used the North Star to find his way 
and eventually reached Tebessa and was reunited with the 
survivors of Company C. 
     Lynn and Company C eventually made it to Sicily and 
Naples, Italy.  The 19th Engineers eventually returned to 
their duty of maintaining supplies lines and clearing mine 
fields north of Rome.   
     He returned to the States in March 1945, and was 
married on May 7, 1945 – it was also V.E. Day. 

2007-2008 Essay Awards 
 

     Youth Activities Chairman Bill McGann reports the 
following Post-level winners in the VFW annual Youth  
Essay Competitions:  Patriot’s Pen (6th – 8th grade) and 
Voice of Democracy (9th – 12th grade).  Two of the 
Post’s winners also won honors at the District level and 
were presented awards at the District 9 Mid-winter 
Conference.  Post 1038 winners include: 
 

Patriots Pen 
Jasper T. Arneberg, CF Middle School 

Jean E. Lyons, Liberty Christian 
Paul M. Buchman, Notre Dame Middle 

 

Voice of Democracy 
Maxwell C. Patchet, Home Schooled 

Christian D. Bausback, Liberty Christian 
Brad J. Goeman, CF High School 

 
     At the district level, Jasper Arneberg took first place 
with his Patriot’s Pen essay.  Max Pritchet and Christian 
Brausback captured VOD first and third places 
respectively.  Congratulations to both teachers and 
students! 

     I am an American patriot because I am willing to make 
sacrifices for our nation.  I am willing to advocate the 
qualities of America that make it so great.  I am willing to 
possibly join the armed forces in the future. 
     I am an American patriot because I show reverence to 
the pledge of allegiance and the flag of the United States 
of America.  I admire the deeds which the veterans 
accomplished for our nation.  I admire that all of them 
risked or lost their lives while fighting to protect out 
nation.  I respect the leadership of our nation even though 
I do not always agree with everything that is done.  I 
always respect and obey the laws that our national, state, 
and city officials have made for us. 
     I am an American patriot for many reasons.  I hope 
other people will realize what being an American patriot 
means also.  I hope that they will help to preserve this 
indivisible nation under God. 
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Nonprofit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Chippewa Falls  WI 

Permit No. 363 

VFW Post 1038 
PO Box 685 

Chippewa Falls 
WI  54729 

(715) 720-3848 

���  Post 1038 Special Event Calendar ���  
April 2008 

27th – Loyalty Day Celebration 1:00 p.m. 
 

May 2008 
6th – Auxiliary Meeting 1:30 p.m. 

7th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
16-17th Yard Sale at Post Home 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

17th – Annual Cookout 5 to 7 p.m. 
Bring the family for Brats and Burgers! 

21st – Installation & Post Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
22-24th – Buddy Poppy Distribution 

24th – Gravesite Flags 8 a.m. at Prairie View 
26th – Memorial Day Activities 

 
June 2008 

3rd – Auxiliary Meeting 1:30 p.m. 
4th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
18th – Regular Post Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

Go to www.vfwpost1038.org for the 
most current list of post events. 

Memorial Day Activities 
 

Saturday, May 24, 2008 
 

08:00 a.m Prairie View Cemetery –  
Place Gravesite Flags 

 

Sunday, May 25, 2008 
 

10:15 a.m.  Bateman English Lutheran 
Church Memorial Service 

 

Monday, May 26, 2008 
 

09:00 a.m. Prairie View Cemetery - 
Memorial 

10:15 a.m. Parade – Downtown Chippewa 
Falls 

11:00 a.m. Memorial Day Program – 
Irvine Park 

12:00 p.m. Forest Hill Cemetery - 
Memorial 

Memorial Day 2008 

 

 

 


